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EDITORIAL  HINTS. 


Stop  l)uil(1iiig. 
Thanksgiving. 
Mate  your  pens. 
The  poor  turkey. 
Gather  the  leave's. 
Stick  to  your  post. 
Clean  up  the  pens. 
The  rains  are  cold. 
Get  a  move  on  you. 
Don't  overestimate. 
Molting  al)ont  over. 
Market  the  surplus. 
The  nights  are  cold. 
Have  pluck  and  grit. 
Aim  at  improvement. 
Give  the  best  of  care. 
Winter  only  the  best. 
Trap-nest  the  pullets. 
Be  determined  to  win. 
Clover  hay  is  in  order. 
The  pullets  are  laying. 
Lay  in  Winter  supplies. 
Get  the  cooker  at  work. 
Put  in  the  window  sash. 
Make  the  fowls  exercise. 
Again,  examine  the  roofs. 
Bed  the  scratching  sheds. 
Renew  your  subscription. 
Select  your  Winter  stock. 
Don't  overcrowd  the  pens. 
Use  good,  sound  judgment. 
The  hens  in  their  new  suits. 
Get  the  hone  cutter  in  order. 
Put  the  root  cutter  in  action. 
Feed  the  evening  meal  earlier. 


Experimental  Farm  Notes. 


T/ie  Molting  Season  About  Over — The 
Pullets  Have  Started  to  Lay — General 
Notes  and  Comments. 


On  A  Few  HeNvS  Experimental  Farm 
the  molting  season  is  about  over.  There 
are  still  some  ragged  hens  on  the  place, 
but  the  majority  of  them  at  this  writing 
(October  23rd)  are  in  fine  feather,  and 
look  very  attractive. 

This  coming  season  we  will  have  an 
equal  number  of  yearling  hens  and  pul- 
lets in  commission,  and  have  selected 
stock  carefully  so  as  to  have  a  good 
supply  of  brown  eggs  and  yellow  legs 
and  skin, 

*** 

In  our  Wyandottes  we  make  the  extra 
effort  to  have  attractive  looking  lay- 
down  combs,  and  will  gradually  work 
for  a  more  uniform  white  plumage.  But 
in  plumage  we  must  go  slow,  as  we  be- 
lieve to  make  a  too  radical  change  in 
this  respect  will  not  give  us  the  oppor- 
tunity of  selecting  the  cream  in  the 
utility  requirements.  We  want  utility 
brought  out  first  and  strong,  and  then 
we  will  have  the  birds  upon  which  to 
gradually  work  the  lay-down  coml)S  and 
pure  white  plumage. 

So  far  our  best  layers,  finest  skin-col- 
ored and  hardiest  stock,  have  had  a 
more  or  less  touch  of  brassiness.  This 
is  especially  the  case  with  the  male 
birds.  So  as  we  want  to  retain  the  health 
and  practical  qualities  in  the  highest 
degree,  we  must,  necessarily,  go  slow 
on  the  adornment  part. 

*** 

In  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  we  are 
gradually  working  for  medium  sized 
combs  and  clearer  barring,  but,  like  the 
Wyandottes,  we  are  going  slow  on  these 
points,  as  our  present  stock  are  more 
remarkable  for  their  good  records  of 
brown  eggs. 

*** 

In  our  Light  Brahmas  we  have  ad- 
vanced the  farthest.  We  not  only  have 
all  the  prominent  requirements  of  the 
Standard — nice  hackles,  black  wings, 
heavy  leg  and  toe  feathering — but  we 
have  stock  that  do  remarkable  laying 
for  the  breed,  and  which  give  eggs  of 
the  finest  brown  color. 


We  had  a  visitor  some  time  ago  who 
questioned  our  assertion  that  we  did  not 
have  Standard-bred  poultry.  We  told 
him  that  our  stock  was  thoroughbred 
and  not  Standard-bred. 

"Why,"  he  said,  "they  look  as  well 
as  any  we  can  find  in  the  fanciers'  yards." 

That  may  be  so,  but,  we  explained, 
when  fowls  are  "Standard-bred"  they 
are  mated  according  to  markings,  or 
outside  adornment,  regardless  of  their 
egg  records.  We  pick  out  our  best 
layers  and  gradually  add  the  Standard 
qualifications.  But  we  always  have 
utility  in  mind,  and  never  allow  our 
stock  to  take  a  step  backward  in  order 
to  gain  some  point  of  adornment.  We 
love  beauty,  but  at  the  same  time  beauty 
is  more  forcibly  decided  by  good  work 
than  by  fancy  colors.  Fowls  were  created 
for  eggs  and  meat,  and  that  is  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  all  breeds  must  rest. 
Without  it,  it  is  but  a  question  of  time 
before  the  l)reed  becomes  extinct.  Ex- 
amples in  that  line  are  the  White  Faced 
Black  Spanish.  In  their  day  they  were 
wonderful  layers  of  a  very  large  egg. 
When  fanciers  took  hold  of  them  their 
first  thought  was  to  increase  the  white 
in  the  face.  In  comparatively  a  slioi  t 
time  the  breed  lost  its  utility  virtues — 
gained  the  fancy  point — and  practically 
died  for  want  of  patronage. 

We  could  name  other  breeds  which 
suffered  equally  as  bad, all  becfiusethey 
became  the  craze  of  fanciers. 

We  do  not  propose  (o  allow  such  a 
state  of  affairs  on  A  Few  HenS  Experi- 
mental Farm,  and  therefore  will  make 
utility  the  foundation. 

%■* 

We  received  our  first  pullet  egg  on 
the  4th  of  October,  which  is  a  month 
earlier  than  last  year.  Our  pullets  are 
doing  finely,  and  we  have  bright  pros- 
pects for  big  results  the  coming  season. 
All  our  pullets  were  hatched  from 
strictly  brown  eggs, 

*** 

Following  are  a  number  of  questions 
that  have  been  asked  us  regarding  oper- 
ations on  A  Few  Hens  Experimental 
Farm,  and  to  which  we  append  our 
replies,  thinking  that  they  may  be  of 
general  interest : 

"What  has  been  the  average  cost  of 
keeping  a  hen  on  the  farm  ?"    Ten  cents 


50 


A   Kew  Hens 


Nov,  15 


per  month  for  adults  and  five  cents  per 
month  for  growing  stock. 

"How  have  the  yearling  hens  com- 
pared with  the  pallets  in  laying?'"  The 
yearling  hens  have  laid  more  eggs  than 
the  pullets, 

"At  what  age  have  you  found  hens 
best  for  breeding?"    One  and  two  years. 

"What  has  been  the  average  cost  of 
constructing  scratching  shed  houses?" 
Including  lumber,  wire  for  runs,  posts, 
labor,  roofing  paper,  nai-ls,  locks,  wire 
for  scratching  shed,  and  paint,  the  cost 
has  been  an  average  of  two  dollars  per 
running  foot  of  house. 

"What  size  pen  of  the  scratching  shed 
house  have  you  found  best  for  a  pen  of 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  fowls?"  Roost- 
ing room,  7x6  feet;  scratching  shed, 
10x7  feet.    Larger  would  i)e  even  better. 

"What  brand  of  prepared  meat  scraps 
have  you  found  l;est?"  Of  those  we 
tried  we  prefer  either  Darling's  Beef 
Scraps,  Darling's  Beef  Meal,  or  Bowker's 
Animal  Meal. 

"What  make  of  cooker,  bone  cutter 
and  root  cutter  do  you  use,  and  how  do 
you  like  them  ?"  Granite  State  Cooker  ; 
Mann  Bone  Cutter,  and  Kvans'  Root 
Cutter.  We  have  found  them  strictly 
first-class  in  every  respect. 

"Of  the  different  styles  of  wire  fencing 
which  make  do  you  prefer?"  The 
Union  Lock. 

"What  make  of  incubators  are  you 
using,  and  how  do  they  compare  with 
other  makes  on  the  market?"  We  have 
used  Prairie  State  for  the  past  ten  years 
and  see  no  reason  for  making  a  change. 
We  cannot  compare  them  with  other 
makes,  as  we  have  only  the  one  kind  in 
use. 

"Of  the  four  American  breeds  you 
have  tried — the  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
White  Wyandottes,  Barred  and  White 
Plymouth  Rocks — name  them  in  the 
order  of  merit  as  you  have  found  them?" 
White  Wyandottes,  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and 
Rhode  Island  Reds. 

*** 

During  September  the  highest  price 
we  received  for  eggs  was  24  cts.  a  dozen  ; 
lowest,  23  cts. ;  average,  23  1-2  cts. 


Eggs  and  Egg  Farming. 


Molting  Season  Being  About  Over,  the 
Hens  are  Again  at  Work — Are  Your 
Pullets  Laying  ? 

Feed  for  eggs. 

Eggs  lose  weight  when  cooked. 
The  Houdan  is  a  white-egg  layer. 
The  Houdans  are  first-class  layers. 
The  egg  branch  is  the  most  profitable. 
Too  fat  pullets  will  be  slow  at  starting 
to  lay. 

Don't  feed  drones.  The  trap  nest  picks 
them  out. 

The    early-molting    hens    should  be 

laying  now. 
Comfortable  quarters  will  start  the  hens 

laying  again. 
In  marketing  eggs  assort  according  to 

size  and  color. 
The  shell  makes  about  15  per  cent,  of 

the  weight  of  the  Guinea  fowls'  egg. 
As  the  weather  becomes  colder  the  eggs 

should  be  gathered  several  times  a 

day. 


A.  F.  Hunter,  in  Commercial  Poultry, 
says  eggs  and  meat  are  the  two  sources 
of  profit  in  the  poultry  business. 

An  exchange  says  that  in  the  eggs  that 
the  hens  lay  through  the  year,  you 
may  find  the  foundation — the  corner 
stone — the  bed-rock  of  the  poultry 
business. 

The  Rural  New-Yorker  says:  "We 
have  a  suljscriber  in  New  Hampshire 
who  keeps  7,000  hens,  and  is  now 
marketing  2,000  eggs  per  day,"  Hand 
us  that  salt,  please  ! 

The  Farmer's  Home  Journal  says : 
"What  we  want  is  to  produce  every 
egg  consumed  in  this  country,  and  not 
only  that,  but  to  be  able  to  export  and 
get  the  balance  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ledger." 

Commercial  Poultry  says  :  "At  the  end 
of  her  third  Summer  from  the  shell, 
the  average  hen  has  fulfilled  her  mis- 
sion on  earth,  and  should  be  sent  to 
pot.  The  hen  that  has  lived  more 
than  thirty  months  has  outlived  her 
usefulness,  unless  she  is  very  valuable 
as  a  l)reeder. 

According  to  the  American  Agricul- 
turist, the  largest  egg  farm  in  New 
England  is  that  of  C.  L,.  E.  Hayward, 
Southern,  N.  H.  The  place  includes 
800  acres,  on  which  are  quartered  6,500 
hens  the  year  round.  The  eggs  are 
shipped  to  Boston  market. 

V.  M.  Couch,  in  Commercial  Poultry, 
says  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  to  secure 
fancy  prices,  pure-bred  stock — or  that 
which  is  very  near  so — must  be  kept, 
so  as  to  have  the  eggs  uniform  in 
size  and  color.  Then  if  the  eggs  are 
kept  clean  and  marketed  while  fresh 
it  will  1)6  an  easy  thing  to  get  a  pre- 
mium on  them,  over  the  market  price. 

The  Southern  Cultivator  candidly  ad- 
mits that  it  does  not  know  how  many 
eggs  a  hen  can  lay,  but  guesses  about 
twenty-five  dozen.  To  this  Texas 
Farm  and  Ranch  adds:  "The  editor 
should  attend  a  guessing  school,  or  go 
out  of  the  guessing  l)usiness.  If  he 
had  guessed  twenty-five  half-dozens, 
it  would  have  been  much  nearer  the 
mark." 

"If  the  hens  would  go  on  a  strike  one 
year  what  a  cry  it  would  raise,"  says 
the  Game  Fancier'' s  Monthly,  "Eggs  ! 
Eggs  !  Eggs  !  We  uiust  have  them  ! 
Oh,  how  the  epicures  would  wail  !  No 
lovely  Spring  chickens,  no  poached 
^gg*'>  110  cake,  no  pudding.  Oh,  my  ! 
I  am  afraid  it  would  hit  us  all, — and 
yet,  there  are  some  people,  even  in 
this  enlightened  time,  who  will  sneer 
at  the  poultry  industry." 

A  correspondent  in  the  Poultry  World 
says :  "I  have  learned  to  use  such 
pullets  for  eggs  as  in  some  respects 
resemble  a  typical  dairy  cow.  They 
incline  to  wedge-shape,  being  light 
and  narrow  in  front,  and  very  wide 
and  low-down  behind.  Their  legs  are 
rather  short  and  set  wide  apart.  These 
are  the  principal  characteristics  of 
good  layers  and  breeders.  Carefully 
avoid  the  leggy,  high  built,  reared-up 
hen  of  the  game-cock  style.  They 
may  make  good  racers,  flyers  and 
fighters,  but  they  are  rarely  good 
layers  or  profitable  market  birds.  It 
is  the  short-legged,  heavy-set,  moth- 
erly-looking hen  that  shells  out  the 
eggs,  attends  strictly  to  business  when 


sitting,  and  is  successful  in  raising  a 
family.  I  have  learned,  too,  that  a 
laying  hen  eats  little  more  than  one 
not  laying,  and  also  that  it  is  a  very 
easy  matter  to  reduce  the  profit  on  a 
flock  of  twenty  to  zero  by  keeping 
five  or  six  chronic  non-layers  among 
them." 

Poultry  Gazette  has  gotten  down  to 
figures  something  like  this:  "If  the 
annual  egg  product  were  laid  in  line, 
end  to  end,  it  would  reach  nearly 
twenty  times  around  the  world.  The 
United  States  formerly  inipcH-ted  a 
large  number  of  eggs,  and  exported 
but  a  very  few.  The  ratio  has  changed 
during  the  last  ten  years,  and  now  the 
exports  largely  exceed  the  imports. 
In  1890  the  total  number  of  eggs  ex- 
ported was  in  round  numbers  381,000 
dozen,  worth  |559,ooo  ;  in  1899,  3,594,000 
dozen,  worth  |64i,ooo.  In  1890  this 
country  imported  15,000,000  dozen, 
which  were  valued  at  f2, 000, 000;  and 
in  1899  only  225,000  dozen  were  im- 
ported, valued  at  ^21,000.  Taking 
into  account  the  five  years  up  to  and 
including  1898,  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
exported  eggs  were  sent  to  Cuba, 
twenty  per  cent,  to  Canada,  and  eleven 
per  cent,  to  Great  Britain,  while  the 
remainder  was  distributed  among 
many  other  countries.  During  the 
same  period,  ninety-six  per  cent,  of 
the  eggs  imported  came  from  Canada, 
three  per  cent,  from  China,  and  the 
remainder  from  various  other  coun- 
tries." 

It  is  estimated  that  the  value  of  eggs 
annually  put  in  cold  storage  in  the 
United  States  is  in  excess  of  j52,ooo,ooo. 
The  amount  is,  of  course,  increasing 
from  year  to  year.  The  men  that  have 
gone  into  the  business  on  a  large  scale, 
have  not  all  by  any  means  made  a 
success  of  it.  Some  of  the  large  com- 
panies built  costly  plants  for  refriger- 
ation, and  before  they  could  reap 
enough  harvest  to  render  the  work 
profitable,  failed.  A  good  many  mis- 
takes were  made.  Some  put  in  cer- 
tain systems,  but  finally  had  to  change 
them  at  great  expense.  One  of  the 
reasons  for  failure  has  been  the  neces- 
sity of  running  a  large  plant  while 
doing  a  small  business.  Everyone 
that  has  looked  through  a  cold  storage 
plant  knows  something  of  the  expense 
that  must  be  caused  by  its  running. 
The  ammonia  machines  are  not  run 
except  at  considerable  expense,  and 
laljor,  too,  is  a  consideraljle  item.  It 
is  therefore  necessary  that  the  busi- 
ness be  a  large  one.  The  profits  on  a 
small  business  will  not  pay  expenses 
on  a  large  investment. 

"Yes,"  said  an  extensive  egg  man  to  a  re- 
porter of  Rural  New  Yorker,  "strictly 
fresh  eggs  are  offered  for  sale  in  New 
York,  but  in  reality  very  few  have 
any  right  to  that  name.  For  twenty 
years  I  lived  in  the  city,  and  did  not 
know  the  taste  of  a  really  fresh  egg 
until  I  moved  out  where  I  could  keep 
hens  myself.  Any  quantity  of  eggs 
that  are  put  into  the  refrigerators  in 
good  condition,  especially  April  re- 
ceipts, are,  after  several  months  sto- 
rage, taken  out  and  sold  as  fresh. 
Even  the  l)est  groceries  that  cater  to 
the  fancy  trade,  handle  them,  and 
most  people  don't  know  the  difference. 
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There  is  one  purpose,  however,  that 
they  will  not  do  for,  and  that  is  poach- 
ing. If  at  a  hotel  you  get  a  poached 
egg  that  does  not  break  and  holds  its 
shape  well,  you  may  be  reasonalily 
sure  that  it  is  fresh.  Dealers  often 
come  to  me  for  eggs  that  will  poach, 
and  I  have  to  refuse  them,  for  I  know 
even  the  best  of  held  eggs  will  not  l)e 
satisfactory.  I  have  been  amused  at 
moderate-priced  hotels  and  restaur- 
ants to  see  a  customer  ask  for  poached 
eggs,  and  get  them  fried  or  scrambled. 
The  waiter  is  very  sorry,  but  under- 
stood the  customer  to  give  the  order 
in  that  way,  and  in  most  cases  the 
man  will  not  care  to  send  them  back 
and  wait  for  another  order.  The 
trouljle  was  that  the  cook  did  not  have 
any  eggs  that  would  poach  properl}'." 


About  Broilers  and  Roasters. 


There  is  Always  a  More  or  Less  De- 
mand for  Chicken  Meat  —  //  Pays 
Better  to  Raise  Both  Broilers  and 
Roasters  than  Either  Class  Exclu- 
sively. 


Quality  counts. 

Tal)le  poultry  has  a  ready  market. 
The  capon  season  is  January,  February 

and  March, 
AH  poultry  for  most  markets  must  be 

dry-picked. 
The  market  is  never  overstocked  with 

prime  stock. 
The  l)roiler  season  is  at  its  best  from 

March  to  June. 


As  a  talkie  fowl,  the  Rhode  Island  Red 

is  iu  the  first  class. 
The   legs    of    dressed   poultry,  when 

shipped  to  market,  should  be  perfectly 

clean. 

Cockerels  sell  well  iu  all  poultry  mar- 
kets when  they  are  well  fed,  but  old 
males  seldom  luring  enough  to  pay  for 
the  feed  they  have  consumed  since 
breeding  time  ended. 

Poultry  Farmer  says  the  all-purpose 
fowl  is  today  nearer  a  pure-bred  fowl 
than  it  was  a  decade  ago.  Utility,  as 
applied  to  poultry,  means  that  kind 
from  which  the  Ijest  results  uiay  be 
obtained,  usually  measured  in  dollars 
and  cents,  if  not  dollars  and  sense. 

The  Practical  Poultryman  says  the 
"utility  cranks"  are  quiet.  So  they 
are,  and  the  reason  for  it  is  that  the 
fanciers  are  paying  more  attention  to 
the  utility  qualities  than  they  form- 
erly did.  They  are  acknowledging 
that  poultry  was  created  for  meat  and 
eggs.  Verily,  they  have  come  over  to 
our  side. 

W.  Theo.  Wittman,  in  American  Poul- 
try Advocate,  says:  "Squab  broilers 
for  home  consumption  are  easiest 
dressed  by  skinning.  Slit  the  skin 
along  the  back,  and  taking  off  both 
skin  and  feathers  is  the  work  of  only 
a  minute,  while  picking  the  feathers 
and  pin  feathers  off  a  lot  of  squab 
broilers  is  the  work  of  hours.  Boiled 
for  a  few  minutes  in  salted  water,  and 
fried  iu  butter,  gives  you  a  dish  equal 
to  frogs'  legs." 

A  writer  in  American  Agriculturist 
says   for  a  tal)le   fowl   tlie  Cornish 


Indian  Game  is  one  of  the  leading 
breeds.  Their  flesh  is  very  sweet,  juicy 
and  free  from  stringy  fibers.  They 
are  extremely  hardy  and  make  excel- 
lent crosses  with  any  of  the  heavy 
breeds.  They  are  good  layers  of  large 
brown  eggs.  They  are  also  good  sitters 
and  mothers:  For  raising  young  tur- 
keys the  hens  of  the  breed  are  by  far 
the  best,  and  not  excelled  by  the 
turkey  hen.  Cocks  weigh  from  nine 
to  twelve  pounds,  and  hens  from  six 
and  one-half  to  nine  pounds. 

Philip  Quigley,  referring  to  the  Phila- 
delphia market,  says  there  is  a  decided 
advantage  in  straight  or  approxi- 
mately straight  breeds  of  poultry  for 
market  purposes,  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Brahmas  and  Cochins  would  make  de- 
sirable capons,  while  smaller  breeds 
would  have  their  use  for  other  pur- 
poses equally  desiral)]e.  As  a  general 
thing,  small  fowl  (hens)  ranging  in 
weight  from  three  to  fonr  pounds  each, 
will  sell  more  readily,  and  at  slightly 
higher  prices,  than  heavy  stock,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  cockerels, 
commonly  called  roasting  chickens  in 
our  market. 

By  the  best  table  fowl,  we  mean  one 
which  has  the  heaviest  weight  of  meat 
on  those  portions  of  the  body  which 
are  favorite  cuts,  says  P.  W,  Hearn,  in 
Commercial  Poultry.  The  breast  and 
thighs  must  be  heavy  in  a  good  table 
fowl  in  proportion  to  the  remainder  of 
the  Ijody.  In  order  to  have  thick 
breast  meat  and  big  thighs,  these 
muscles  must  be  used  by  the  fowl.  In 
other  words,  the  flyer  and  scratcher 


COLD  MEDAL 


AND 


HIGHEST  AWARD 


■  «  ■  ^v^r  ■  ■  ■ 


Pan-American,  October^  1901, 


WERE  PLACED  ON 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR 


We  do  not  attach  great  importance  to  medals  and  awards,  no  matter  by  whom  given.  What  we  do  swear  by  is  the  fact  that  the  Cyphers  is  today  used  witli 
uniform  success  on  Twenty-six  Government  Experiment  Stations  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand;  also  by  America's  leading 
poultrymen,  and  by  many  thousands  of  persons  in  every  walk  of  life.  The  Cyphers  Non-moisture  (original  and  only  genuine)  Self-ventilating  (diffusive 
principle  fully  covered  by  patent),  Self -regulating  Incubator  is  now 

The  Standard  Hatcher  of  the  World. 

It  is  used  in  every  country  on  the  Globe  where  poultry  is  produced  for  market,  and  is  giving  satisfaction  "the  world  around."   (Ask  for  foreign  testimonial  sheet). 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  is  sold  Under  a  Positive  Agreement  that  it  will  do  satisfactory  work  in  the  hands  of  every  purchaser  who  will  give  it  a  fair  tria'l. 
or  it  can  be  returned  and  the  price  paid  will  be  refunded.  Agents  tor  the  Cyphers  Incubator  are  authorized  by  Contract  to  stand  back  of  this  Guarantee 
in  every  particular.  Illustrated,  descriptive,  32-page  circulars,  English,  German  or  Spanish,  Free  on  Request,  Complete  Catalogue  and  Poultryraan's  Guide, 
224  pages,  8  x  11  inches,  weighing  one  and  a  quarter  pounds,  10  cents  in  stamps  for  postage.  Ask  for  Book  No.  29,  and  address  our  nearest  office. 


■CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.,- 


BUFFALO,  N,  Y., 
Cor.  Court  and  Wilkeson  Sts. 


CHICAGO,  ILLS,, 
335  Dearborn  St. 


BOSTON,  MASS., 
34  Merchants  Kow. 


NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y., 
8  Park  Place. 
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will  prove  to  be  the  best  table  fowl, 
for  their  lively  habits  give  the  muscles 
of  the  legs  and  breast  work  that 
renders  them  firm  and  fine,  instead  of 
leaving  them  flaljby  and  full  of  loose 
tissue  iu  the  shape  of  fat. 

Over-production  of  poultry  and  eggs 
need  not  be  feared,  for  awhile  at  least, 
says  Texas  Farm  and  Ranch.  Some 
have  been  deterred  from  raising  poul- 
try on  a  large  scale  for  fear  of  over- 
doing the  thing;  but  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  l)rancli  of  food  production, 
the  more  there  is  grown  the  more  the 
people  will  consume.  The  average 
consumption  of  fruit  in  the  South,  for 
instance,  is  ten  times,  or  probal)ly 
twenty  tiuies  what  it  was  twenty-five 
years  ago,  and  solely  because  ten  or 
twenty  times  as  mucli  fruit  is  grown. 
The  same  will  apply  to  eggs  and  fowls. 
And  yet  prices  are  as  good  all  along 
the  line  as  they  were  in  the  "guid  auld 
days  lang  syne."  After  awhile  there 
will  be  ten  times  as  much  produced  as 
now,  and  the  people  will  eat  ten  times 
as  much  as  now. 

The  editor  oi  .Poultry  Fai'iner  says, :  "It 
was  our  pleasure  recelitly  to  watch  the 
unloading  of  some  poultry  by  some 
poultry  breeders.  In  conversation 
with  a  couple  of  them,  it  was  found 
that  one  person  obtained  one  cent 
more  per  pouiul  for  his  poultry  than 
another.  After  they  had  gone  away 
the  buyer  was  asked  why  hg  had  paiil 
more  for  one  lot  of  fowls  than  the 
other.  He  said  that  the  lot  that 
brought  the  best  price  were  all  of  one 
kind  (one  of  the  well-known  breeds) 
and  would  dress  out  Ijetter  and  sell 
for  more  when  dressed.  He  was  asked 
if  it  was  because  they  were  all  of  one 
color  or  plumage  that  made  them 
more  valuable.  To  this  he  answered 
that  it  was  the  feather  and  color  that 
indicated  the  breed,  and  that  shape 
and  meat  were  indicated  by  the  know- 
ledge he  had  of  that  breed." 

In  some  inexplained  way  there  has  l)een 
an  opinion  permitted  to  become  quite 
general  that  breeders  of  poultry  who 
are  breeding  for  utility  purposes,  have 
but  little  use  for  pure-bred  fowls,  says 
Poultry  Farmer.  This  idea  or  belief 
has  become  so  well  grounded  in  some 
localities,  that  very  intelligent  people 
will  have  nothing  but  the  fowl  of 
mixed  breed  for  their  purposes.  All 
poultry  breeders  want  health,  vigor 
and  constitution,  aiul  to  this  end  many 
believe  it  can  be  obtained  only  in  the 
common  or  mongrel  fowl.  At  the 
same  time,  these  breeders  wish  to  try 
to  breed  fowls  of  the  uiake-up  of  one 
of  the  pure-bred  breeds  for  other  qual- 
ifications. They  want  the  hardihood 
of  the  common  fowl,  and  the  make-up 
of  the  best  pure-I)red  fowl  obtainable 
for  their  particular  purpose,  whatever 
that  may  be.  They  want  them  to  l)e 
pretty  much  of  the  same  color,  and,  in 
selecting  those  for  the  market,  they 
will  not  take  any  that  fill  their  ideal 
for  breeding  purposes.  Some  of  them 
go  far  enough  to  work  for  a  betterment 
in  shape  or  laying  qualities.  In  view 
of  all  these  peculiarities,  they  are  not 
willing  to  accept  a  breed  that  already 
has  thejii  to  a  marked  degree,  for  fear 
they  wi'll  lose  the  one  important  qual- 
ification of  coiistitutiou. 


Our  Brevity  Symposium. 


Readers  of  A  FE  W  HENS  are  Invited 
to  Answer  Queries  that  Monthly  Ap- 
pear in  these  Columns,  as  Well  as  Ask 
Questions  to  be  Answered. 


No.  lOO. 

Give  daily  bill  of  fare  for  twenty-five  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  bred  for  eggs.  Give  quan- 
tities in  pounds  and  ounces. 

I  don't  weigh  food  for  hens.  I  feed 
mornings  a  mash.  If  they  eat  up  clean 
I  give  a  little  more.  If  they  leave 
some,  I  give  less  another  morning,  I 
take  fifty  pounds  cornmeal,  twenty- 
five  pounds  bran.  At  another  time  I 
use  fifteen  pounds  bran,  fifteen  pounds 
middlings,  to  fifty  pounds  cornmeal. 
To  this  I  add  two  or  three  pounds  lin- 
seed meal,  one-half  pound  of  salt,  and 
mix  all  together  ready  for  use.  I  feed 
this  with  green  cut  bone  and  vegeta- 
bles.— Matt  G.  Robson,  Port  Leyden, 
N.  Y. 

We  feed  five  quarts  per  day  to  every 
twenty-five  fowls,  made  up  as  follows  : 
One  part  each  of  vegetables,  cornmeal, 
middlings,  bran,  ground  oats  and  beef 
scraps.  Two  quarts  of  this  is  our 
morning  mash  the  year  round.  At 
midday  we  feed  one  quart  wheat,  oats, 
barley  or  corn.  Bvening,  two  quarts 
of  wheat  or  corn. — Geo.  Hall,  East 
Islip,  N.  Y. 

Ir.  the  morning  I  feed  six  poitnds  of 
mash  (bran,  ground  oats,  tal)le  scraps, 
etc.)  Noon,  as  much  wheat  as  they 
will  eat.  Night,  four  pounds  of  oats 
and  corn  mixed  (three-fourths  oats 
and  one-fourth  corn).  I  make  them 
scratch  for  all  the  grain  they  receive. 
— Bdwin  H.  Hayes,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Does  Your  Lamp  Smoke? 

That  means  uneven  heat  and  danger  of  explosion. 
Don't  run  any  risk.    Put  a 

Hydro-Safety  Lamp 

on  your  Incnbator  and  Rrooder  and  save  oil, 
attention  and  avoid  all  danger.    Water  jacket 
keeps  burner  cool.  Price,  75c.  to  $3. 70.  Cata-  [ 
logue  of  all  incubator  supplies  J?'.ftr5.JH;  g*S. 

OAKES,  Mfr.  No.  2. 6»h  St. ,  Bloomlngtnn.  Ind. 


T>/^"YrTnT>  says  that  the  great  Isothermal 
I ) "  7  i  i  J  1\  Belt  of  New  Jersey  is  the  best 
place  iu  the  world  for  poultry.  We  have  what  you 
want  in  our  Great  Kichland  Colony  Farm. 

Ten  acres  ^150;  payable  fjfl. 50  weekly.   Send  for  our 
illustrated  booklet.     Gilbert  &  O'Callaghan, 
No.  609  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

HOMESTEAD   POULTRY  FARM, 

WH.  WTAMOTTES,  Stock  ni  Im. 

Boyer's  Egjj  Contest  gave  us  1st  on  brown  eggs. 
Large,  chunky  White  Wyandotte  cockerels  from  this 
stock,  $2.    R.  I.  Red  beauties,  large  size,  12. 
HOMESTEAD  POULTRY  FARM,  Hopkinton,  Mass. 

VAUGHN'S 

W.WyandotteslR.  L  Reds 

ARE    BUSINESS  BIRDS. 

Stock  for  Sale.     Five  hundred  to  select  from. 
Lyons  Hill   Poultry  Farm,  Athol  Centre,  Mass. 

Mountain  View  Farms  WMte  Leglioriis 

are  all  right,  as  usual.   Have  the  finest  lot  of 


LS 


I  have  ever  raised,  bred  from  heavy-laying  stock. 
For  better  description  see  back  cover  October  issue 
of  this  paper.  As  I  liavemore  than  I  can  house  I 
vrlll  sell  cockerels  that  are  sure  to  please,  for  75 
cents  each  until  further  notice. 

F.  1..  Dubois,  I-oyd,  N.  Y. 


ani  feeding  my  Buff  Leghorns  and 
Rhode  Island  Reds,  as  follows  :  Mash 
in  the  morning,  composed  of  conimeal, 
shorts,  ground  oats,  equal  parts.  Once 
a  week  give  a  small  quantity  of  linseed 
meal.  Other  mornings,  Bowker's  Ani- 
mal Meal  is  used.  At  noon  and  night  I 
feed  wheat,  oats  and  corn.  The  fowls 
get  their  oats  from  unthrashed  grain. 
When  in  yards  the  hens  get  a  daily 
supply  of  green  food.  Today,  October 
25th,  thirteen  yearling  hens  laid  six 
eggs,  and  not  one  of  the  hens  was  in 
full  plumage.  One  month  last  Winter 
I  kept  strict  account  of  all  the  food, 
and  found  that  nine  cents  per  hen 
would  cover  all  expenses. — B.  T.  Per- 
kins, Saco,  Me. 


1    2    5   4    5  6 

Comt  the  Chicks 

as  tliey  come  out.  Then 
count  the  eggs,  and  you 
will  see  why  so  many 
people  are  using 

Successful 

Incubators  ai\d  Brooders, 

I  The  healthy  egg  becomes  the  vigorous,  husky, 
moneymaking  hen.  You  will  want  our  beauti- 
fully illustrated  catalogue.  Five  different  edi- 
tions in  five  languages.  English  edition  4  cents; 
others  free.   It  is  a  poultry  Bible. 

{Des  Momes  IncubsLtor  Co., 

Box  423,  Des  Moines,  la.,  or  Box  423,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


A  Pew  Good  Buff  Rocks, 

Buff  Wyantlottes  and  S.  C.  Wh.  Licghorns 

for  sale.  Some  good  Cockerels  very  reasonable.  Write. 
HENRY  R.  INGALLS,  No.  B,  Nortonhill,  N.  Y. 


200  ECCS 
A  YEAR 
PER  HEN. 


The  liigh  price  of  all 
kinds  of  feed  this 
season  makes  It 
necessary  to  get  as 
large  an  egg  yield 
as  possible.  My  book 
"200  Eggs  a 
Year  Per  Hen," 
based  on  actual  ex- 
perience, will  tell 
you  how  to  get  larg- 
est returns  with  least  trouble  and  cost.  Price  50  cts. 
The  number  of  eggs  additional  you  will  get  from  one 
hen  in  course  of  year  after  reading  book,  will  more 
than  pay  for  it.  Circular  describing  book  free. 
EDGAR  WARREN,  Wolfboro,  N.  H. 


Poultry  Marker. 


AVitli  tlie  Marker  here 
illustrated,  any  form  of 
mark  may  be  adopted  by 
punching  the  web  between 
the  toes.  A  complete  rec- 
ord of  chicks  from  differ- 
ent parties  and  strains  can 
thus  be  kept,  as  well  as  to 
know  your  birds  wherever 
they  may  be.  It  may  save 
you  money  and  a  valuable 
bird.    It  costs,  postpaid, 


Send  all  orders  to  us. 
FIVE  MARKERS 
SENT  FOR  $1.00. 


I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 


PAPER,  illnst'd,  20  pages, 

.  25  cents  per  year.  4  montha' 

(rial  10  cents.  Sample  Free.  64-page  practical 
ponltry  book  free  to  yearly  anbscribera 
Book  alone  10  cents.  Catalocae  of  po^tn 


lOOl 


A   Rew  Hens 


53 


No.  101. 

What  is  the  best  food  ration  for  broiler  chicks? 
Give  quantity  fed  in  pounds  and  ounces  for 
say  twenty-five  chickens  at  one  week,  two 
weeks,  one  mouth,  and  two  months. 

I  feed  broilers  as  much  as  tbey  will  eat 
— no  less  and  no  more.  For  chicks 
one  week  old,  I  feed  johnnycake  and 
cornnieal,  mixed  with  milk.  Two 
weeks,  about  the  same  as  for  one  week. 
One  month,  cracked  corn  and  whole 
wheat.  Two  months,  whole  corn, 
cornnieal,  middlings  and  mash. — 
Edwin  H.  Hayes. 

Boiled  turnips,  potatoes,  etc.,  mashed 
up  fine,  the  liquor  taken  up  with  corn- 
tneal  and  bran.  Salt  to  flavor.  Give 
all  they  can  eat.  Don't  neglect  grit 
in  any  case. — Matt  G.  Robson. 
*** 
No.  102. 

To  make  the  most  profit  out  of  market  poultry, 
how  many  varieties  would  you  keep?  What 
would  they  be  ? 

I  keep  Brown  Iveghorns  and  Barred 
Rocks,  and  intend  to  add  White  Wy- 
aiidottes  and  Light  Brahmas. — Matt 
G.  Rol)son. 

This  question  is  fully  answered,  and  to 
our  satisfaction,  on  first  page,  third 
column,  of  A  Few  Hens,  October 
issue. — Geo.  Hall. 

One— White  Wyandottes.— Rol)ert  At- 
kins, Bsopus-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Two  varieties  are  enough  to  keep  for 
market  purposes,  I  think  the  White 
Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahmas  are 
the  best  fowls.  Brahmas  make  the 
best  capons  and  roasters,  and  White 
Wyandottes  make  the  best  broilers 
and  small-sized  roasters, — Fdwin  H. 
Hayes, 

If  my  principal  objectwas  selling  dressed 
poultry  of  all  ages,  in  the  local  market, 
I  shotild  keep  nothing  but  Rhode 
Island  Reds,  The  most  of  my  trade 
calls  for  a  medium-sized,  plump,  yel- 
low-skinned bird,  and  the  Reds  fill 
the  1)111  nicely.  They  are  hardy  and 
rapid  growers,  practically  free  from 
dark  pin  feathers,  and  of  a  color  that 
always  looks  clean,  October  prices 
for  dressed  poultry,  first-class  stock, 
was  :  Chickens,  14  to  15  cts.  a  pound  ; 
hens,  12  cts. — E.  T.  Perkins. 

Three — Brahmas    or   Cochins;  Wyan- 
dottes or  Rhode  Island  Reds;  Leg- 
horns  or  Black   Minorcas. — Geo.  S. 
Burdick,  Nantucket,  Mass, 
*** 
No.  103. 

What  do  you  use  for  scratching  litter? 
Leaves  or  hay  seed. — Geo.  S.  Burdick. 
I  prefer  straw.    Am  using  unthreshed 

oats  with  satisfactory  results. — E.  T. 

Perkins. 

The  best  scratching  litter  is  leaves, 

which  I  use,  and  never  anything  else, 

— Edwin  H.  Hayes. 
Hay,  straw  and  leaves. — Robert  Atkins, 
Cut  straw  or  leaves;  former  preferred, 

—Geo,  Hall, 
Leaves   and   chaff;   sometimes  hay, — 

Matt  G.  Robson. 

*** 
No.  104. 

How  do  you  account  for  the  brassy  tinge  so 
common  in  white  fowls,  and  have  you  noticed 
that  such  fowls  are  usually  more  hardy  than 
the  "stay-white"  strains? 

Want  of  shade.    Never  noticed  any  dif- 
ference iu  hardiness. — MattG.  Robson. 


Want  of  shade  increases  brassiness,  but 
in  the  majority  of  cases  we  think  it  is 
hereditary.  The  latter  part  of  this 
question  does  not  apply  with  us. — 
Geo.  Hall. 

I  have  not  found  the  "stay-white"  Wy- 
andottes less  hardy  than  the  ones  with 
the  brassy  tinge.  It  may  be  so  with 
other  breeds. — Robert  Atkins, 

*** 

Belated  Replies. 

Nest  eggs  mean  more  setters,  but  less 
eggs.  But  they  induce  hens  to  lay  in 
their  nests, — Geo.  S.  Burdick. 

I  believe  free  range  is  the  best  tonic  for 
molting  hens,  comljined  with  a  liberal 
amount  of  sound  grain.  I  do  not  care 
to  Winter  any  hens  that  cannot  grow 
a  new  covering  of  feathers,  and  come 
through  the  ordeal  in  good  vigorous 
health  vender  these  conditions.  I  con- 
sider milk  to  be  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  diet. 

Start  with  good  laying  stock  on  both 
sides.  To  secure  males  for  future  use, 
save  the  eggs  from  one  of  the  best  lay- 


ing and  most  vigorous  hens  mated 
with  the  Ijest  males.  Save  the  early 
maturing  cockerels  that  show  a  good 
all-round  development  to  head  the 
pens  the  following  year.  This  is  a 
safe  way. 

Select  a  rugged,  vigorous  cockerel, 
one  that  is  full  of  life,  for  breeding 
purposes.  His  sire  should  be  a  getter 
of  good  laying  stock,  as  well  as  his 
dam  should  be  a  producer  of  good 
laying  pullets. — E.  T.  Perkins. 

*** 

New  Questions. 

105.  How  much  green  cut  bone  should 
little  chicks,  half-grown  chicks,  and 
laying  hens  have  each  day?  What 
effect  does  overfeeding  of  bone  have? 
Is  there  any  danger  in  feeding  it? 

106.  How  much  food  value  is  there  in 
second  growth  clover  after  it  is 
threshed,  for  chickens? 

107.  How  much  will  an  average  chicken 
eat  of  grain  at  a  feed  ? 

108.  How  deep  a  scratching  litter  is 
preferred  ? 


The  American  people  spend  millions  for  eggs  every  month 
in  the  year.  Are  you  getting  your  full  share  of  all  this 
money  ?  Perhaps  you  would  like  a  little  more  of  it.  You 
can  double  your  egg  profits  by  putting  a 


MANN'S 


1902 
Model 


BONE  CUTTER 

in  your  poultry  yard.  We  say  Mann's  because  the  new  Mann's 
is  the  cutter  which  will  giw  satisfactory  service  in  every  way. 

Read  Our  Broad  ClaLims.  I'^^^^^^l'H;. 

other  machine  (if  not  don't  keep  it)  because  it  adapts  itself  automatically  to  the 
power  operating  it,  A  boy,  a  woman  or  a  man  can  turn  it  with  equal  ease.  You 
can  set  it  to  run  as  easy,  to  cut  as  fast  or  as  slow,  as  coarse  or  as  tineas  you  like. 
It  cuts  hard  bones  as  easily  as  soft  bones,  because  the  self-governing  feed  adjusts 
itself  to  them  without  attention  from  the  operator.  The  Mann's  is  easy  to  clean; 
just  pull  one  latch  and  the  working  parts  are  all  exposed.  The  Mann's  makes 
more  and  better  feed  from  a  given  quantity  of  bone  than  does  any  other  make, 
because  it  cuts  all  the  bone  and  all  adhering  meat  and  gristle,  allow- 
ing none  to  escape  to  clog  the  machine,  making  no  slivers  to  endanger  eo^ 
the  lives  of  your  fowls.  The  Mann's  special  cylinder  and  cutting  device 
do  it.  The  Mann's  cuts  more  rapidly  than  others,  if  not  don't  keep  it. 
It's  knives  are  in  action  all  the  time  (not  waving  in  the  empty  air  half  the  time). 
The  machine  that  never  stalls.  The  Mann's  has  new  design.open  hopper.enlarged 
table,  new  device  to  control  feed.  Set  it  to  suit  any  strength.  Never  clogs, 
in  Tfesa'src;  F**.****  Ts-ia  1  No  money  asked  for  untU  you  prove 
l\J  MJtAy  o  S-  1  CC  M.  I  laia  our  guarantee  on  your  own  premises, 
that  our  1903  Model  will  cut  any  kind  of  bone,  with  all  adhering  meat  and 
gristle,  faster  and  easier  and  in  better  shape  than  any  other  tj'pe  of  bone  cutter. 
If  you  don't  like  it  send  it  back  at  our  expense. 
OUR  NEW  CATALOGUE  explains  the  How  and 
Why ;  it  describes  in  detail  all  our  late  improvements. 
You'll  be  glad  to  get  a  copy— we'll  be  glad  to  send  it. 

F.  W.  MANN  COMPANY, 
Box  67,  Mllford,  Mass* 
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109.  Do  you  think  05'ster  shell  answers 
the  purpose  of  grit,  or  is  it  necessary 
to  have  both  grit  and  oyster  shell? 
Give  the  use  of  each. 

no.  How  mauy  varieties  are  best  to 
have  as  egg  producers? 

111.  How  many  '"ggs  should  be  received 
per  month,  per  hen,  during  Winter, 
on  an  average,  from  Brown  Leghorns 
and  White  Wyandottes? 

112.  How  many  eggs  in  October  would 
you  consider  good  laying  from  thir- 
teen yearling  hens? 

113.  How  much  is  an  early-hatched 
pullet  worth  on  a  market  poultry 
farm  ?  Also  a  yearling  hen  and  a  two- 
year-old  ? 

 ♦-•-^^  

Pointers  on  Food  and  Feeding. 


Just  as  Von  Feed  During  the  Winter, 
So  will  be  the  Results — Winter  Feed- 
ing is  More  of  a  Science  than  the  Sum- 
mer Bill  of  Fare. 


Fowls  seldom  tire  of  milk. 
Protein  foods  are  egg  foods. 
Poultry  like  broom  corn  seed. 
Feed  makes  a  difference  in  any  breed. 
Add  green  cut  bone  to  the  bill  of  fare. 
You  cannot  afford  to  starve  the  laying 
hen. 

Fowls  like  buttermilk  and  it  is  highly 
nutritious. 

Meat  in  some  form  should  be  daily  fed 
to  the  stock. 

The  very  best  green  food  yet  discovered 
is  well-cured,  bright  clover  hay. 

Sweet  potatoes,  cut  up  in  a  root  cutter, 
are  relished  l)y  old  and  young  stock. 

It  is  said  that  in  one-half  ounce  of  wheat 
there  is  but  .06  of  an  ounce  of  protein. 

Carrots,  turnips,  potatoes  and  beets  can 
be  fed  raw  or  cooked,  l)ut  as  a  general 
thing  we  prefer  feeding  them  raw. 

Commercial  Poultry  says  the  hen  that 
is  fed  on  wheat  alone  has  a  surplus  of 
one  material  (cari)ohydrates)  and  a 
deficiency  of  another  (protein). 

Just  the  best  method  to  be  followed  to 
feeding  hens  has  as  yet  not  been  dis- 
covered, says  F.  V.  Chapman,  in  the 
Prairie  ^Farmer.  Most  people  have 
their  theories. 

A  chemical  analysis  will  show  that  green 
howQ  contains  almost  every  part  of  the 
egg,  and  in  an  identical  proportion. 
The  hen,  when  fed  upon  proper  ma- 
terial, namely,  yolk,  albumen  and 
shell,  will  attend  to  her  business. 

Corn  is  a  carbonaceous  food,  good  for 
maintaining  bodily  heat  in  cold 
weather,  by  storing  up  fat,  says  Texas 
Farm  afid  Ranch.  It  is  only  good  for 
growing  fowls  in  small  quantities. 
Oats,  wheat,  and  any  green  feed  fowls 
will  eat,  suit  the  purposes  of  growth 
better. 

Texas  Farm  and  Ranch  says  :  "We  are 
convinced  from  one  year's  experience, 
that  cotton-seed  meal,  fed  to  fowls  in 
small  quantities,  mixed  with  soft  food, 
will  supply  the  place  of  meat  to  a 
large  extent.  It  is  a  concentrated, 
nitrogenous  food  of  great  virtue.  We 
have  found  no  bad  results  from  its 
use." 

F.  V.  Chapman  says  :  "In  feeding  green 
stuff  during  the  Winter  season,  per- 
haps the  very  poorest  selection  that 

TO  make  cows  pay,  use  Sharpies  Cream  Separators. 
Book  'Business  Dairying'  &  Cat.  247  free.W,  Cbeeter,Pa. 


can  be  made  is  cabbage,  which  at  its 
best  has  very  little  value,  or  at  least  it 
has  so  proved  with  me,  and  to  have 
the  fowls  pecking  at  a  frozen  cal)bage 
is  even  worse  than  feeding  nothing 
at  all." 

We  may  obtain  some  eggs  for  Winter 
use  without  feeding  cut  l^one,  l)ut  by 
its  use  we  can  materially  increase  the 
nunil)er.  The  owner  of  a  hundred 
hens  is  losing  the  price  of  a  cutter 
every  Winter  l)y  depriving  them  of  the 
material  which  he  would  be  able  to 
furnish  at  a  very  small  cost,  says  Mrs. 
Ada  B.  F.  Parsons. 

All  food  consumed  by  the  fowl  must 
pass  from  the  crop  into  the  gizzard, 
where  it  is  ground  and  prepared  for 
assimilation.  Unless  the  fowls  are 
supplied  with  an  alnindance  of  good 
sharp  grit  the  food  thus  cannot  be 
prepared,  and  we  find  as  a  consequence 
that  they  suffer  very  much  as  does  a 
person  from  an  attack  of  indigestion 
or  dyspepsia. 

The  natural  construction  of  the  fowls 
digestive  organs  points  to  a  seed  or 
grain  diet.  No  provision  other  than 
that  of  assimilation  is  made  for  the 
moisture  taken  into  the  crop.  They 
must  have  water,  both  to  soften  the 
food  when  taken  into  the  crop,  and  to 
enable  the  gizzard  to  grind  it  the  more 
easily.  The  hen  must  also  be  pro- 
vided with  water  to  finish  the  egg 
which  she  lays. 

A  lady  writer  in  Iowa  Homestead  says  : 
Remember  that  cut  bone  is  food,  grit 
and  lime  combined  in  one,  and  if  used 
in  connection  with  the  grains  pro- 
duced on  the  farm,  and  an  abundance 
of  pure  drinking  water,  will  provide  a 
diet  which  contains  fat,  starch,  nitro- 
gen, phosphates  and  lime,  the  essen- 
tial substances  required  in  producing 
eggs.  The  cost  is  less  than  corn  at 
twenty-five  cents  a  Inishel,  considering 
the  ingredients  and  the  productive 
qualities  of  the  two  foods,  hence  this 
Winter  will  be  an  advisaljle  time  to 
give  it  a  thorough  trial. 

LOOK    HERE !     Young  stock.      Best  strains 
Buff  Wyandottes,  Rose  Comb  Buff  Leghorns, 
$1.00  up.   Write  wants.    Can  please  you. 
Leonard  A.  Waltnian,  Laddsburg,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa.. 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  f 

Bred  for  eggs.   Eggs  and  stock  for  sale.  Large, 
vigorous,  farm  raised  cockerels  a  specialty. 

W.  M.  VREELAND,  Rocky  Hill,  N.  J. 


Mrs.  Ada  B.  F.  Parsons  says  :  "We  have 
discovered  that  for  early-hatched 
chicks  green  bone  is  indispensable. 
To  raise  strong,  healthy,  vigorous 
chicks,  a  substitute  must  be  found  to 
take  the  place  of  bugs,  worms,  etc., 
on  which  they  thrive  so  well  later  in 
the  season.  A  mineral  substance  is 
also  necessary  for  hardening  the  frame 
of  growing  chicks,  and  experiments 
have  proved  that  chicks  fed  on  green 
cut  bone  are  never  subject  to  leg 
weakness.  But  it  is  a  Winter  feed  for 
laying  hens  that  we  derive  the  greatest 
profit  from  it," 

Home  and  Farm  gives  this  method  of 
feeding  cow  peas  to  poultry  :  "In 
each  case  the  peas,  after  the  maturity, 
were  harvested  and  stored  in  dry  lofts, 
and  thrown  to  the  fowls  in  scratching 
pens,  where  they  were  scratched  over 
and  searched  for  during  the  whole 
day.  After  a  few  days,  the  egg  supply 
very  visably  increased,  and  within  a 
few  weeks  almost  doubled  that  from 
an  equal  number  of  hens  kept  in  sep- 
arate quarters  and  fed  on  other  grains. 
The  hens  seemed  to  like  the  small 
branches  and  leaves,  and  would  eat 
every  particle  except  the  hard,  stiff 
stems.  The  general  health  of  the 
flock  was  excellent,  and  not  a  single 

No.  8.  PRICE  $10,50,  expeSence 

of  ten  years  has 
enabled  us  to  pro- 
duce the  best  line 
of  bone  cutters  on 
the  market.  The 
principleis  similar 
in  all  our  bone 
cutters-automatic 
feed,  horizontal 
cylinders,  knives 
always  in  siglit 
cutting  across  the 
grain,  easy  run- 
ning and  durable. 
We  manufacture 
ten  different  sizes 
ranging  in  price 
tromg6.7.'>to?(29..'50. 
Write  for  particu- 
lars on  our  new 
large  power  cutter 
The  best  large 
power  cutter 
made.  Sent  on 
trial.  Send  for 
catalogue. 

STANDARD  RREEN  BONE  CUTTER  CO., 

MILFOKD,  MASS.,  U.  S.  A. 

BEE.   Our  new  catalogue.   Interests  everyone. 
Thm  Specialty  Exchangk,  Baltimore,  Md. 

BLACK     T  ANGSHANS  Cockerels, 
ROWN  JUEGHOKNS      Sl.OO  each. 

Eggs  ^1.00.     S.  W.  Bracknet,  Santa  Fe,  Ohio. 


For  Hand  Use. 


S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS,  bred  for  size  and 
heavy  laying.  Cockerels  after  Oct.  1,  %\  and  $1.50. 
Orders  booked  now.   B.  A.  Pitman,  Appleton,  Me. 

White  Wyandottes  d  p 

Imnrove  vour  flock  with  one  of  my  farm  raised,      JJ  •      JL  • 


AND 


Improve  your  flock  with  one  of  my  farm  raised, 
bred  for  business  cockerels.    Birds  ready  October  1st. 
NATHAN  WEST,  Cobalt,  Conn. 

WT      /CHENEY.  Cuba,  Mo.,  breeder  of 
•   fj  •    \j  Thoroughbred  Poultry.  .500  young 
birds  %\  each.    100  hens  %\  each.  Write  for  price  list. 

ADVANCE  TRAP  NEST 

Patented.  Is  guaranteed  to  work  longer  in  a  pen, 
where  there  is  litter,  than  any  other  without  cleaning 
Circular.   W.  Darling,  South  Setauket,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

T  4  rriTJ^T^    within  three  minutes' walk 

AjVJv^xi  X  HiJJ'  of  the  two  stations,  and 
bounded  by  three  fine  roads,  at  Hammonton,  N.  J., 
an  ideal  spot  for  a  poultry  plant.  12  acres :  very  large 
9-room  house-,  splendidly  sheathed  and  weather- 
boarded  barn,  chicken  house,  etc.  Over  800  fruit 
trees,  allkinds.  Magnificent  shade.  Genuine  bargain 
as  place  stood  owner  POOO.  Price  POOO;  glh'iOO  cash. 
Gllljert  &  O'Callaghan,  609  Walnut  St.,  Phila.,  Fa. 


Brown  egg  strain.  From  heavy  laying  stock.  gi2each. 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  yearling  hens,  extra  fine 
stock  both  in  general  markings  and  utility,  J?2  each, 
if  taken  at  once.   M.  K.  BOYER,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

RABBITS 

The  only  low-cost  book  on  the 
Rabbit  ever  published  to  our 
knowledge,  1b  "The  Rabbit: 
How  to  Select,  Breed  and  Man- 
age the  Rabbit  and  Belgian 
Hare,  for  Pleasure  or  Profit," 
by  W.  N.  Richardson,  a  man  of 
long  experience  with  Rabbits.  Third  edition  now 
ready,  nicely  illustrated,  enlarged  and  much  improved 
with  breeders'  directory.  Price  25  cts.  or  with  Amkb 
lOAN  Poultry  AnvooATE  one  year  40  ctB. 
CLARENCE  C.  DkPUY,  Publisher,  Syracuse,  N.  T. 
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hen  showed  the  least  symptom  of  ail- 
uient  during  the  Winter  season.  Con- 
sidering the  ease  with  which  cow 
peas  may  be  raised,  it  seems  that  every 
one  should  give  them  a  test  as  food 
for  the  poultry. 
F.V.  Chapman,  in  Prairie  Farmer,  says  : 
"The  natural  foods  for  fowls  of  all 
kinds  is  seeds  and  grains,  bugs, worms, 
herl)s  and  grass.  All  grains,  with  the 
possiljle  exception  of  rye,  are  perfect 
food  for  fowls.  In  my  opinion  corn 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  list,  but  in 
order  to  bring  the  Ijest  results  it  must 
be  fed  judiciously.  Otherwise  it  does 
harm.  Next  to  corn  comes  oats,  but 
these  should  not  Ije  fed  largely,  unless 
the  hulls  have  been  removed,  as  the 
hull  or  husk  has  no  value  as  an  egg 
producer,  and  when  fed  freely,  from 
its  roughness,  is  liable  to  cause  harm 
l)y  clogging  the  crop  and  gizzard. 
Wheat  in  the  hands  of  the  less  skillful 
feeder  is  perhaps  the  very  l)est  food 
that  can  be  chosen.  It  contains  but 
the  smaller  per  cent  of  waste  or  husk, 
a  large  per  cent  of  starch,  and  but  little 
fat,  with  plenty  of  food-forming  ma- 
terial, so  that  it  may  Ije  fed  liberally 
without  the  danger  of  the  fowl  becom- 
ing overfat  that  follows  corn  feeding." 


Poultry  Notes. 


Practical  Suggesiions  Furnished  by  G. 
H.  Sammis,  Centreport,  L.  /. 


Oats,  ground,  scalded  and  fed  warm  in 
Winter,  is  one  of  the  best  foods. 

Save  the  gritty  buckwheat  for  the  poul- 
try. The  birds  like  it  and  it  spoils 
the  flour  for  cake  baking. 

Save  parings,  cabbage  leaves  and  potato 
scraps  for  the  hens.  They  ought  to 
have  green  food  all  Winter, 

Fatten  turkeys  with  old  corn  fed  partly 
ill  the  kernal  and  partly  in  cooked 
meal  mashed  up  with  l)oiled  potatoes. 

In  preparing  the  nests  for  Winter,  put 
them  in  as  secluded  a  spot  as  possible. 
A  hen  likes  quiet  before  the  egg  is 
laid. 

Have  you  provided  a  dust  bath  for  the 
hens  this  Winter?  It  will  help  you 
greatly  in  keeping  the  flock  free  of 
vermin. 

It  will  pay  you  to  try  steamed  cut  clover 
for  an  occasional  feed  when  the  days 
get  cold  and  the  ground  is  snow-cov- 
ered. 

When  thinning  out  a  flock  of  geese 
always  sell  the  young  birds  ;  the  old 
ones  make  the  best  breeders  and  bring 
a  low  price  in  the  market. 

Renew  the  nests  occasionally.  Cut  straw 
makes  a  good  nest.  Take  out  the  old 
and  burn  it  l)efore  it  becomes  filth- 
covered  or  infested  with  vermin. 

Rake  up  the  old  chunks,  bones,  etc.,  set 
fire  to  the  pile,  and  when  it  is  a  nice 
bed  of  coals  pour  water  over  it  and  it 
makes  good  charcoal  for  the  hens. 

If  your  fowls  pull  feathers  out  of  one 
another's  plumage  they  are  not  all 
busy  enough.  Make  them  work  and 
scratch  and  they  scarcely  ever  acquire 
the  vice. 

While  laying  in  a  stock  of  mangel-wur- 
zels  for  the  cows,  don't  forget  that  they 
are  just  as  good  for  the  fowls.  Slit 
them  in  halves  and  the  fowls  will  do 
the  rest. 


Don't  neglect  to  provide  plenty  of  grit 
— the  sharper  the  better — for  the  hens. 
Broken  china  and  earthenware  an- 
swers the  purpose  very  well,  as  does 
also  broken  oyster  shells. 

Many  a  mysterious  visitation  of  cholera 
comes  from  feeding  new  corn  that  is 
soft  and  mouldy.  Be  careful.  For 
fattening,  new  corn  that  is  reasonably 
dry  and  sound  is  all  right. 

To  make  nest  eggs  break  a  small  hole 
in  the  end  of  the  eggs,  shake  out  the 
contents  and  pour  each  shell  full  of 
plaster  of  paris,  mixed  to  about  the 
consistency  of  thick  cream.  Leave 
the  shell  on. 

The  farmer  who  is  equipped  with  an  in- 
cubator and  a  brooder  can  utilize  all 
the  dark  and  stormy  days  of  Winter 
when  nothing  can  be  done  out  of  doors. 
All  such  days  he  can  turn  to  advantage 
by  devoting  them  to. the  indoor  cul- 
ture of  Winter  chickens. 

A  good  morning  meal. — A  bucketful  of 
warm  crumbly  mash  should  be  fed 
every  morning  to  thirty  hens,  and  this 
should  not  be  more  than  one  quart  of 
ground  grain.  This  does  not  mean 
cornmeal,  but  oats,  middlings  and 
corn.  Equal  parts,  all  ground,  make 
the  bulk  of  the  bucketful  by  the  use 
of  vegetables  or  clover,  cooked.  But 
adhere  to  the  rule — one  quart  of  ground 
feed  to  complete  a  bucketful  of  mash. 
Feed  early.  Feed  warm,  and  then  let 
the  hens  work  over  the  chaff  or  straw 
for  the  kernals  left  over  from  the  last 
feeding  the  day  before.  This  activity 
will  be  followed  by  music,  a  cheerful 
sound  to  the  egg  man. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered, 


Replies  to  Inquiries  from  Readers  of  A 
PEW  HENS. 


W.  K.,  Brookline,  Mass. — The  best  of 
White  Wyandottes  are  apt  to  throw 
occasional  black  feathers,  and  it  is  no 
sign  of  impurity.  Certainly  we  should 
use  such  for  breeding,  other  things 
being  equal. 


W.  A,  F.,  Milford,  N.  H.— It  is  akin  to 

inhuman  to  confine  hens — broody  or 
otherwise  —  without  food  or  water. 
Keeping  a  broody  hen  from  food  or 
water  is  not  only  detrimental  to  the 
bird's  health,  but  it  does  not  assist 
one  bit  in  breaking  up  the  broody 
fever. 

Iv.  A.  A.,  Montreal,  Canada. — A  cross 
of  Houdan  on  Wyandotte  would  give 
hardy  offspring,  but  the  Houdan  skin 
being  white  and  the  Wyandotte  yellow, 
there  would  not  be  any  improvement 
in  that  line.  In  plumpness  there 
might  be  an  advantage. 

L.  A.  A.,  Montreal,  Catiada. — Chicks 
can  stand  consideral^le  cold  weather  if 
they  have  a  warm  brooder  to  run  under 
when  they  feel  chilled. 

L.  A.  A.,  Montreal,  Canada. — With  good 
feed,  care  and  housing,  hens  confined 
in  roomy  houses  during  Winter,  and 
kept  exercising,  will  produce  about 
fifty  per  cent  of  eggs.  But  the  care, 
etc.,  must  be  the  very  best. 

L.  A.  A.,  Montreal,  Canada. — Cannot  say 
what  trees  would  do  best  in  Canada 
for  either  shade  or  wind-break.  Your 
local  nurseryman  could  best  an-swer 
that  question, 

J.  E.  P.,  Round  Rock,  Texas.— Your 
chicks  are  either  inheriting  a  weak- 
ness from  the  parent  stock,  or  they 
have  in  some  way  been  exposed  to  bad 
weather  and  caught  a  cold.  Breeding 
stock  should  be  in  the  best  of  health 
and  vigor. 

M.  B.  G.,  Kingston,  Mass. — There  is 
nothing  particularly  harmful  to  hens 
from  eating  grapes. 

R,  S.  W.,  Sewickley,  Pa. — It  would  cer- 
tainly be  a  good  idea  to  put  the  chicks 
out  on  the  farm,  as  you  suggest,  pro- 
viding there  is  no  danger  from  some 
animal  catching  them  in  day  time. 
The  range  would  grow  them  nicely, 

/^lyrx  ~\r   8  Cent  commutation  fare  to  Phila., 
V^ll  ±J  X    on  Atlantic  R.  R.,  in  Coniferous  Zone 
of  Jersey,  high,  dry,  ideal  building  sites,  g25;  pay- 
able %\  weekly  for  one  or  four. 
Gilbert  &  O'Callaghau,  609  Walnut  St.,  Fhila.,  Pa. 

T>T|P^  MAIIi  for  Poultrymen.  Insert  your  name 
JjA  vJT  in  our  Poultry  Directory  and  receive  poul- 
try papers,  incubator  catalogues,  etc.,  every  day.  Only 
ten  cts.  silver.   Poultry  Directory  Co.,  Goshen,  ind. 


Why  Not  Buy  the  Best  ? 

It  costs  no  more  than  inferior  styles.  We  claim  that 

Adam^s  Green  Bone  Cutter 

Is  the  best  becanse  it  is  the  only  Ball  Bearing  machine 
on  the  market.  It  works  on  the  shear  principle,  turns 
easier,  cuts  faster  and  cleaner,  and  prepares  the  bone 
In  better  shape  than  any  other.    Write  at  once. 
Catalogue  No.  1    Is  Free. 

W.J.ADAM,  -        JOLIET,  ILL. 
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gg  Incubator  for  $12  '" 

The  simplicity  of  the  Stahl  incubators  created  a  demand  that  forced  the  produc- 
tion to  such  great  proportions  it  is  now  possible  to  offer  a  first-class  200-egg  Incu- 
bator for  $13.80.  This  new  incubator  is  an  enlargement  of  the  famous 

WOODEN  HEN 

recognized  the  most  perfect  small  hatcher.  This  new  incu- 
bator is  thoroughly  well  made;  is  a  marvel  of  simplicity,  and 
so  perfect  in  its  working  that  it  hatches  every  fertile  egg. 
Write  for  anything  you  want  to  know  about  incubators.  Send 
for  the  new  free  illustrated  catalogue. 

CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Quincy,  III. 
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EDITORIAL. 

The  Best  A  man  is  judged  by  the 
Company,  company  he  keeps.  Be 
careful  of  the  kind  ol 
associates  you  have.  It  is  just  as  neces- 
sary that  you  should  be  in  good  company 
in  advertising  as  in  the  walks  of  life. 
The  honest,  upright,  practical  business 
man  advertises  only  in  such  mediums 
that  have  an  influence  for  good.  He 
has  a  reputation  that  he  caunot  afford 
to  sacrifice. 

It  is  therefore  imperative  that  begin- 
ners should  choose  a  medium  that  has 
standing — one  that  is  known  to  admit 
only  the  cream  into  its  columns.  Is  it 
necessary  for  us  to  say  that  A  Few  Hens 
is  one  of  that  class  ? 

That  might  sound  like  egotism  if  we 
did  not  have  the  proper  proof  to  back  it 
up.  We  need  but  point  to  otir  advertis- 
ing columns  to  give  that  proof.  Are 
there  any  more  prominent  and  reliable 
advertisers  in  the  country  than  what  are 
represented  in  our  columns  this  issue? 
We  doubt  it.  They  are  g-ood  company, 
and  it  will  give  you  a  standing  to  couie 
in  with  them. 

As  we  have  told  you  l)efore,  A  Few 
Hens  is  a  beginners'  journal.  It  goes 
to  a  class  that  need  poultry  and  fixtures. 
They  are  prompt  buyers.  Come,  get 
acquainted  with  them.  If  you  don't 
advertise  in  our  columns,  you  can  hardly 
Ijecome  known  to  them,  for  the  bulk  of 
our  readers  take  no  other  poultry  paper. 

If  you  have  no  stock  nor  fixtures  for 
sale,  you  will  have,  probably,  eggs  for 
sale  in  Spring.  Now  let  us  drop  you  a 
hint : 

Don't  wait  until  the  egg  season  is  at 
hand  before  you  begin  to  advertise.  It 
will  mean  a  loss  of  orders.  Buyers  of 
eggs  generally  pick  out  the  advertisers 
before  they  are  ready  to  place  the  orders. 
You  should  begiu  to  advertise  now  in 
order  that  your  name  may  become 
known.  Tell  of  your  stock  and  give 
your  prices.  If  you  have  a  heavy-laying 
strain  say  so  ;  if  you  have  meat  carcasses 
mention  the  fact.  The  mere  fact  that 
you  keep  a  certain  breed  does  not  guar- 
antee orders.  The  readers  waut  to  kuow 
just  how  good  your  stock  is. 


A   Few  Hens 

Take  a  small  advertisemeut  on  trial. 
A  five-liue  space  will  cost  you  but  six 
dollars  for  six  months.  That  makes  an 
attractive  size.  Start  that  advertisement 
in  the  December  or  January  number, 
and  you  will  not  only  cover  the  egg 
season,  but  you  will  be  in  advance  of  it, 
which  is  just  what  you  should  do. 

Try  the  plan, 

*** 

Shipping  Chas.  A,  French,  Sandy- 
Eggs,  point,  Me,,  writes : 

"I  submit  the  following 
article  on  shipping  market  eggs,  for 
which  you  promised  me  space  in  A  FEW 
Hens.  It  embodies  the  experience  of 
several  people  in  town  adjoining,  as  well 
as  my  own.  It  looks  easy  to  send  off  a 
case  of  eggs — large,  browu  and  strictly 
fresh — and  later  to  receive  a  check.  You 
may  get  an  earful  of  wind  instead.  The 
sul)ject  is  airily  dismissed  with  the  ad- 
vice to  hunt  up  a  retailer  who  has  a  gilt- 
edge  trade.  In  trying  several  of  that 
class,  men  of  undoul)ted  financial  stand- 
ing, I  found  they  were  willing  to  pay 
me  just  what  the  commission  house  was 
paying,  minus  one  cent  per  dozen  for 
commission.  In  other  words,  they  were 
willing  to  pay  a  commission  house  one 
cent  uiore  per  dozen  for  the  same  eggs 
than  they  were  me.  Besides,  a  retailer 
is  not  so  apt  to  observe  a  sharp  advance 
ill  the  egg  market  as  some  other  people. 
They  are  not  apt  to  send  quotations  only 
on  a  falling  market.  There  are  a  good 
many  kinds  of  retailers,  A  beginner  no 
sooner  stencils  his  name  on  an  egg  case 
than  he  is  deluged  with  letters  soliciting 
consignments.  The  writers  offer  to  pf^y 
several  cents  above  what  you  are  getting. 
Their  reasons,  therefor,  are  ingenious 
and  varied.  Generally  they  are  subur- 
ban traders  who  have  an  exclusive  trade 
and  want  eggs.  They  are  sure  of  your 
eggs,  and  say  that  they  are  the  best 
looking  ones  they  have  seen,  etc,  Harry 
W,  Favor,  of  Maiden,  Mass.,  was  one  of 
that  sort  till  his  career  was  cut  short  by 
an  Ellsworth  (Maine)  shipper,  J, Waldo 
Barnes,  Jr.,  of  Brighton,  Mass,,  was,  and 
perhaps  is  now,  another  one.  One  man 
sent  him  five  56-dozen  cases  and  never 
got  a  cent,  nor  his  cases  back.  He 
offered  me  four  cents  more  than  I  was 
getting.  I  wrote  hitn  that  no  commis- 
sion man  would  refuse  that  price  and  if 
he  would  go  to  my  men  offering  that 
price  he  could  capture  them.  That 
closed  the  incident.  A  request  for  refer- 
ences will  usually  sidetrack  that  class, 
but  not  always.  For  instance,  Osmer 
W.  Roper,  who  was  arrested  in  Jersey 
City  a  year  or  two  ago  for  conducting  a 
swindling  scheme  similar  to  the  'Frank- 
lin Syndicates,'  once  headed  a  gang 
who  operated  a  dozen  or  more  bogus 
produce  commission  houses  in  and 
around  Boston  (even  imitating  the 
names  of  reliable  firms)  and  established 
a  bank  as  a  reference  for  these  stores. 
It  worked  well,  too.  They  sold  about 
|2, 000, 000  worth  of  stuff  before  the  crash 
came.  Most  ponltrymen  cannot  have  a 
retail  trade.  The  Summer  hotel  trade 
is  not  always  a  bonanza.  Boston  pays 
more  than  Bar  Harbor  for  poultry  prod- 
ucts. Frozen  stuff  from  the  West  is 
what  they  feed  J,  Pierpont  Morgan 
and  that  sort  of  people.  This  brings  us 
to  the  commissiou  house.    Pirates  have 
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beau  driven  from  the  high  seas,  but 
some  of  their  descendants  are  in  the 
commission  houses.  But  there  are  as 
honest  men  in  that  calling  as  there  are 
anywhere  iu  the  world.  The  uieu  I 
ship  to  are  members  of  the  Boston  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  which  has  no  adven- 
turers in  it.  Ditto  the  Fruit  and  Produce 
Exchange.  I  get  quotations  regularly, 
but  at  some  seasons  I  have  gotten  six 
cents  per  dozen  more  than  the  c  fficial 
price;  never  less  than  three  altove. 
They  do  well  by  me  and  I  am  not  kick- 
ing. But  some  firms  do  so  large  a  busi- 
ness that  they  don't  care  to  receive 
small  lots.  Others  want  eggs  graded  or 
else  don't  waut  them  at  all,  Tlie  firm  I 
speak  of  also  grades  eggs.  For  instance, 
in  the  Fall,  when  I  put  old  hens'  eggs 
and  pullets'  eggs  in  the  case  together, 
in  order  to  fill  it  inside  the  time  limit,  I 
get  a  good  price  for  the  one  and  a  little 
less  for  the  other," 

* 

Buff  "Way  Down  East,"  where 
Rocks,  nearly  all  the  American  vari- 
eties originated,  in  the  latter 
'8o's,  R,  G,  Buffington,  of  Fall  River, 
Mass,,  and  Dr,  Aldrich,  of  the  same 
place,  started  with  the  intention  of  try- 
ing to  produce  a  fowl  of,  the  then,  is 
now,  and  as  it  probably  will  be,  Ply- 
mouth Rock  shape,  with  a  surface  color. 
This  is  now,  and  we  feel  safe  in  adding, 
the  most  popular  plumage  color  of  any 
domestic  fowl  that  has  ever  been.  That 
color  is  BuJ^. 

Unquestionably,  neither  of  these  gen- 
tlemen had  the  least  thought  that  their 
efforts  would  be  so  well  appreciated, 
and  it  is  probably  as  surprising  to  them 
as  to  others,  the  way  the  Buff  Plymouth 
Rock  has  worked  its  way  to  the  front 
rank  as  a  popular  variety,  and  one  which 
is  deserving  of  the  patronage  of  poultry- 
men,  whether  they  are  fanciers  onlj',  or 
they  who  are  wanting  the  variety  which 
is  adapted  to  the  utility  side  as  well. 

In  the  Buff  Plymouth  Rock  of  today, 
we  find  a  much  different  fowl  than  at 
the  time  they  were  first  offered  to  the 
public;  also  than  at  the  time  they  were 
admitted  to  the  Standard  in  '93,  At 
that  time,  shape  and  size  varied  greatly, 
some  being  of  a  short,  chunky,  compact 
type,  which  were  about  i  1-2  pounds 
under  weight,  while  others  were  long, 
gaunt  and  drawn  out,  and  were  nearly 
as  much  over  weight.  Today  this  is 
vastly  different  of  the  Plymouth  Rock 
type.  We  find  the  gieater  majority  up 
to  the  weight  the  Standard  calls  for. 
This  insures  quick  growth,  as  it  is  a 
recognized  fact  that  no  variety  or  breed 
of  fowls  will  average  as  great  an  equal 
weight  at  a  given  age,  whether  it  be  the 
broiler,  roaster  or  matured  fowl,  as  will 
the  Plymouth  Rock, 

The  Buff  variety  have  always  been 
pointed  to  as  wonderful  egg  producers, 
especially  in  the  Winter.  This,  added 
to  the  great  demand  for  show  specimens, 
places  them  as  a  variety  that  should  Ije 
considered  by  those  who  intend  starting 
with  poultry. 

The  Buff  Rock  Club  Catalogue  con- 
tains many  interesting  and  valuable 
articles  relating  to  them,  and  will  be 
sent  to  any  address  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Club,  W,  C.  Denny,  Rochester,  N,  Y. 
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Pioneering  E.  M.  Moller,  Coluiii- 
in  Cuba.  bia,  Cuba,  writes:  "I 
wish  to  call  A  Few 
Hens'  readers  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  Columbia,  via  Nuevitas,  where  the 
American  colon}'  is  located.  There  are 
other  places  of  the  name  of  Colnmbia  on 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  mostly  military 
camps,  I  believe.  Many  letters  received 
recently  from  readers  of  A  Few  HenS 
were  very  old,  and  arrived  with  such 
additions  to  the  addresses  as  'Try  La 
Gloria,'  'Try  Nuevitas,'  'Not  such  a  per- 
son in  this  camp,'  and  so  on,  indicating 
that  they  must  have  traveled  about  con- 
sideral)ly,  and  many  letters  are  doubt- 
less never  received. 

"Among  the  ones  received,  quite  a 
numl)er  are  from  people  wishing  to 
secure  eniplo\-ment.  Now  the  chief 
attraction  to  us,  as  colonists,  is  the  op- 
portunily  we  have  had  to  secure  a  piece 
of  exceedingly  fertile  virgin  soil  out  in 
the  country,  surrounding  what  we  ex- 
pect, within  a  very  few  years,  to  be  a 
consideral)le  city.  We  expect  the  quick- 
est returns  on  our  city  lots.  None  of  us 
are  capitalists.  We  are  simply  people 
of  moderate  means,  who,  by  investing 
what  little  we  have  in  a  new  undevel- 
oped country,  expect  to  double  several 
times  the  value  of  our  property,  besides 
having  continual  abundant  harvest  with- 
out any  outlay  worth  mentioning,  after 
the  start  is  made. 

"In  short,  we  all  are  confident  that 
we  will  improve  our  conditions  im- 
mensely. For  that  ver}'  reason  we  are 
tempted  to  invest  above  our  means. 
We  buy  as  many  lots,  or  as  much  land, 
as  we  think  it  possible  to  pay  for  on  the 
installment  plan,  which  compels  a  good 
many  of  us  to  seek  employment  from 
the  company,  and  from  people  who  are 
al)le  to  pay  for  the  development  of  their 
property.  Many  of  the  latter  are  people 
who  do  not  reside  here,  and  do  not  intend 
to  reside  permanently  in  Cuba,  Imttonly 
spend  the  Winter  here.  They  naturally 
turn  to  the  companies  for  their  supply  of 
laborers,  and  the  colonists  are  given 
every  available  chance  to  help  them- 
selves to  keep  possession  of  and  develop 
wdiat  they  have  Ijiought.  Several  of  us 
colonists  take  clearing  contracts,  both 
from  residents  and  non-residents.  But, 
of  course,  our  fellow  colonists  have 
always  the  preference  when  men  are 
employed  for  the  work. 

"What  has  been  staled  on  the  sul)ject 
should  1)6  sufl&cient  to  make  it  clear  to 
the  large  numlier  of  people  who  think 
it  would  serve  their  interests  to  go  to 
the  colonies  as  lal)orers  without  any 
means  to  get  a  home  with.  That  their 
position  here  would  be  very  hard  and 
imdesirable,  and  that  not  only  for  the 
present,  because  as  the  prosperity  of  the 
colonies  increases,  and  additional  ser- 
vants or  laborers  will  l)e  required,  there 
will  always  l)e  a  small  army  of  Span- 
iards, Cubans,  and  natives  from  the 
other  West  Indian  Islands  aTailal)le  for 
the  services  of  the  colonists,  at  a  mod- 
erate recompense. 

"Hence,  stay  North  and  earn  the 
money  to  buy  an  independent  position 
with,  then  invest  in  a  new  and  rapidly- 
developing  location.  But  people  who, 
besides  their  investment,  have  a  profes- 
sion or  trade  to  turn  to  account,  are  the 
very  ones  who  secure  the  cream — ala 


cream — of  the  situation.  Such  men  as 
carpenters,  blacksmiths,  store-keepers 
(any  kind  of  a  store  run  in  the  colonies 
has  done  well).  A  furniture  establish- 
ment is  much  needed,  and  any  man  who 
could  turn  out  cheap  furniture  of  the 
many  kinds  of  wood, would  make  money. 

"As  to  woman's  work,  it  has  been  very 
much  in  demand,  more  even  than  the 
work  of  man.  Perhaps,  because  here, 
as  in  all  new  countries,  there  are  very 
few  ladies,  hence  more  value  is  placed  on 
the  ones  who  work  and  make  themselves 
useful.  One  woman  states  that  she 
makes  al)ont  ten  dollars  a  week  at  wash- 
ing. Another  supported  herself  and  six 
children  hy  baking  bread  and  pies,  and 
taking  boarders,  besides  paying  her  in- 
stalments. Other  women  have  kept 
store  to  good  advantage." 

*** 

Editorial  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Monroe, 
Chit-Chat.  Dryden,  N.  V.,  a  regular 
advertiser  in  A  Few 
Hens,  and  wdio  believes  that  utility 
should  be  foremost  in  every  breed,  has 
developed  the  fact  that  utility  fowls  can 
be  made  prize-winners,  as  the  following 
record  will  show:  At  Dryden  (N.  Y.) 
Show,  September,  190T,  Quilhot,  judge; 
first  cock,  first  cockerel,  first  and  second 


hens,  first  and  second  pullets,  first  and 
second  pens.  All  specials.  At  Pau- 
American  Exposition,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
October,  1901,  Zinimer,  judge;  third 
cock,  fourth  and  seventh  hens,  first  and 
fourth  cockerels,  first  and  fourth  pullets, 
second  pen.  Winning  a  place  ou  every 
l:)ird  shown. 

*** 

W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  Ransomville,  N. 
Y.,  write  :  "We  won  at  the  Pan-Amer- 
ican Poultry  Show,  ist,  5th,  6th,  ylh  and 
8th  on  Pekin  ducks,  and  2nd  and  5th  on 
White  Wyandottes.  Also  special  for 
l)est  shaped  female  in  the  class.  How 
is  that  for  practical  stock  ?  " 

*** 

Harry  C.  Nunan,  Cape  Porpoise,  Me., 
writes  :  "Last  month  in  the  Symposium  ' 
I  told  you  of  my  birds  that  had,  with 
free  range,  molted  early  and  quickly, 
and  were  practically  through  that  trying 
ordeal  b}'  September  20th.  A  flock  of 
twenty-two  yearling  hens,  six  of  them 
Single  Combed  White  Leghorns,  the 
balance  my  choicest  S.  C.  Rhode  Island 
Red  breeders,  laid  in  October  263  eggs, 
an  average  of  nearly  twelve  eggs  for 
each  hen  for  the  month.  From  the  25th 
to  the  end  of  the  month,  four  of  the  R. 
I.  Reds  were  broody.    This  flock  had 
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The  Best  Bone  Cutferj 
is  <Ke  one  you  like  best 

The  Humphrey  is  sold  on  a  positive 
guarantee  to  cut  more  bone,  in  bet- 
ter condition,  in  less  time  and  with  less" 
labor  than  any  other  bone  cutter  made. 
If  it  doesn't  do  it,  you  get  your  money  1 
back.  Try  it  for  yourself  and  judge  which 
machine  you  like  the  best.   That's  the 
only  way.   It  beats  the  worid  as  a! 
vegetable  or  kraut  cutter.    It  will . 
pay.for  itself  m  six  months. 


Why  the  Humphfey 
is  Displacing  othen,^ 

It  has  an  open  hopper — you  don't 
have  to  chop  the  bone  to  pieces  with 
fan  axe.     You  turn  it  with  one  hand  and 
regulate  the  feed  with  the  other.    It  has 
only  three  working  parts — nothing  to  get 
out  of  order.  It  turns  easier  and  is  easier 
to  keep  clean.    It  produces  bone  in  bet- 
ter shape  for  the  fowls.  Send  for  free 
book  and  egg  record  blanks  for  a. 


vyear— the  handsomest  book  oiMjji^ 

Hymphrly  &  Sontf  "     '^'^  " 

Box  23  doliet,IUs.   

SALES  AGENTS.  JOSEPH  BRECK&  SONS,  Boston.  JOHNSON  &  STOKIS,  PMladelphia.  GRIFFITH 
&  TURNER  CO.,  Baltimore.  SURE  HATCH  INCB.  CO..  Clay  Center,  Neb.    E.  J.  BOWEN,  P<^taan(i, 
Oregon,  Seattle,  Wasb.  and  San  Francisco.  DES  MOINES  INCUBATOE  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


The  Feed 


MIDLAND 
FORMUL  AS 

Keady  Mixed. 

1  Nursery  Chick  Food. 

2  Growing:  Chick  Food. 

3  Fattening  Chick  Food. 

4  Egg  and  Feather  Produc- 
ing Food. 

5  Nursery  Duckling  Food. 

6  Growing  Duckling  Food. 

7  Fattening  Duckling  and 
Gosling  Food. 

8  Laying  Duck  Food. 

9  Stock    Ducks'  Summer 
Food. 

ro    Growing  Gosling  Food. 

OUR  COMPLETE  FEED  MEAL  IS  A  COMBINATION  OF  GRAINS  AND  BRAINS. 

We  fiumish  the  Balanced  Ration — your  hens  will  do  the  rest.  Give  them  a  chance.  In  every  bag  you  buy  you  are 
getting  the  results  of  many  years  of  scientific  and  practical  study  and  labor,  without  charge.  You  can't  stfford 
to  be  without  it.  Try  it  and  prove  its  merit-s.  It  will  shorten  the  molt  nearly  one  half,  and  will  put  your  birds 
in  elegant  show  condition.  It  is  not  a  stimulant  or  condiment,  but  a  complete  food.  Our  price  is  $1.40 
per  two  bushel  bag  at  factory.  Write  your  nearest  agent  for  prices  and  save  freight  charges.  It  is  the 
most  economical  food  you  cap  use.  It  requires  no  accessories  as  green  bone,  etc.,  and  will  produce 
results  you  cannot  otherwise  attain.  Write  for  our  booklet  The  Science  of  Poultry  Feedtngr,  to  any 
of  the  following  agents  : 

Johnson  &  Stokes.  217  Market  St..  Philadelphia.  Pa.  C.  E.  White.  Chestnut  HiU.  Philadelphia.  Pa.  Excelsior 
Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Co.,  28  Tesey  St..  New  York  City.  The  Tail  Seed  Co..  Indianapolis.  Ind.  Jos.  Brack 
&  Sons.  47  to  54  North  Market  St..  Boston.  Mass.  W.  A.  Bours  &  Co..  Jacksonville.  Fla.  Rochester  Poultry 
Supply  &  Seed  Co..  Rochester.  N.  Y.   A.  C.  WooUey  &  Co.,  Atlanta.  Ga.   Petaluma  Incubator  Co..  Petaliuna,  Cal. 

Or  MIDIiAND  POULTRY  FOOD  CO.,  N.  E.  Comer  Second  and  Mam  Streets,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


not  the  Breed 

is  responsible  for  results. 

The  Balanced  Ration^ 

for  poultry  is  here  at  last. 

The  200 -Egg  Hen 

is  now  a  possibility. 
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A   Kew  Hens 
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free  rauge,  good  food  and  plenty  of  it. 
The  eggs  sold  at  from  20  cents  to  28 
cents  per  dozen,  and  brought  I4.82. 
Feed  cost  $2.31,  leaving  a  profit  of  12.51, 
The  Rhode  Island  Reds  laid  most  of 
these  eggs  and  brought  the  average  up 
by  so  doing.  I  am  finding  them  very 
steady  layers  and  am  more  in  love  with 
them  every  day.  Can  anyone  show  a 
better  record  for  a  like  number  of 
fowls?" 

*** 

We  have  just  received  the  poultry 
supply  catalogue  of  R.  A.  Pike  &  Co., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  This  is  not  only  a 
complete  book,  but  it  is  one  of  the  neat- 
est (typographically)  that  we  have  yet 
seen.  Western  poultrymen  will  find  it 
a  book  of  interest  and  benefit. 

In  this  connection  we  might  notice 
the  catalogue  of  Robert  A.  Colt,  Ltd., 
Waltham  Cross,  London,  N.,  England, 
agents  for  the  Prairie  State  incubators 
and  brooders,  and  poultry  supplies  in 
general.  Mr.  Colt  formerly  operated  a 
large  poultry  plant  at  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
and  had  for  a  number  of  years  acted  as 
one  of  the  judges  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  and  other  large  shows. 


Diseases— Prevention  and  Remedy. 


Colds  are  More  or  Less  Common  Among 
Fowls  in  the  Fall — Nip  the  Slight 
Cold  in  the  Bnd  a7id  thus  Avoid  Con- 
tagion. 


Isolate  the  sick. 
Avoid  dampness. 
Cleanliness  begets  health. 
A  good  appetite  shows  health. 
Overcrowding  leads  to  disease. 
Kill  disease  germs  by  fumigation. 
Keep  the  drinking  fountains  clean. 
Roup  has  a  very  disagreeable  odor. 
Separate  the  weak  from  the  strong. 
Is  there  scum  on  the  drinking  vessel? 
Clean  the  houses  at  least  once  a  week. 
It  is  very  important  to  nip  the  colds  in 
the  bud. 

The  single  diet  is  apt  to  bring  on  indi- 
gestion. 

Have  a  medicine  chest,  but  use  it  only 

when  necessary. 
Molting  foods  are  very  susceptable  to 

weather  changes, 
"Good  condition"  is  measured  by  both 

weight  and  health, 
A  sanitary  condition  is  a  better  preven- 
tive of  disease  than  drugs, 
A  cold  is  not  necessarily  roup,  but  it  is 

apt  to  lead  to  that  dreaded  disease. 
If  you  notice  a  peculiar  odor  in  the  hen 

house,  use  some  reliable  disinfectant. 
Farm  Jotirnal  says  it  has  never  found 

any   cure    for  "breakdown,"  except 

the  axe. 

A  small  piece  of  sulphate  of  iron  in  the 
drinking  water  acts  like  a  tonic,  and 
prevents  bowel  troul)le. 

If  you  notice  sneezing  among  your  flocks, 
add  a  half  teaspoonful  of  tincture  of 
aconite  to  a  gallon  of  the  drinking 
water.    Stir  well. 

Farm-Poultry  advises,  for  rheumatism, 
to  keep  the  fowl  in  a  dry,  comfortal)le 
place,  give  a  one-grain  quinine  pill 
each  night,  and  rub  the  legs  with  a 
good  liniment. 

New  Yor^  Farmer  sa.-^^:  "In  canker 
and  throat  troubles,  akin  to  roup,  an 


effective  remedy  is  to  spray  the  throat 
with  burnt  alum,  powdered,  and  dis- 
solved in  water." 

Remedies  for  poultry  diseases  are  useful, 
but  there  is  nothing  like  precaution, 
says  Ohio  Poultry  Jotirnal.  Cleanli- 
ness, proper  temperature  and  careful 
feeding,  are  three  great  factors  in 
keeping  fowls  healthy. 

According  to  Farm  Journal,  an  excel- 
lent stimulant  for  drooping  fowls  is 
made  by  combining  one  part  capsicum, 
two  parts  ginger,  one  part  copperas, 
and  three  parts  oilmeal.  Two  table- 
spoonfuls  will  suffice  for  two  dozen 
fowls. 

Damaged  grain,  such  as  mouldy  wheat, 
inferior  screenings  and  other  cheap 
food,  possessing  little  or  no  nutritious 
elements,  subject  the  fowls  to  condi- 
tions the  averse  of  health,  and  render 
them  more  liable  to  diseases  than 
when  properly  fed  a  varied  diet  of 
wholesome  food. 

One  great  cause  for  debilitated  poultry 
is  undue  confinement  at  night.  B} 
"undue,"  we  mean  that  they  should 
be,  to  all  practical  purposes,  the  same 
as  if  outdoors,  from  early  Spring  to 
late  Fall.  Plenty  of  air,  but  no  damp 
floors,  says  Rtiral  New  Yorker.  A 
slight  draft,  when  fowls  have  been 
overfed  and  forced,  frequently  results 
in  colds. 

Limberneck  is  a  disease  that  is  caused 
by  worms  or  a  bacteria.  This  condi- 
tion is  generally  caused  by  the  poultry 
having  access  to  putric  flesh,  and 
attacks  all  kinds  of  fowls,  good,  bad 
and  indifferent,  says  Wisconsin  Far- 
mer. Sometimes  it  is  occasioned  by 
other  poisonous  germs,  which  may  be 
in  the  drinking  water  or  in  filth  about 
the  premises  where  fowls  are  fed. 
Finding  and  removing  the  cause  will 
generally  effect  a  cure. 

When  a  bird  becomes  sick,  sensibly  ad- 
vises the  Mirror  and  Farmer ,  it  should 
be  placed  in  a  coop  by  itself,  or  a  num- 
ber may  be  put  together  so  as  to  permit 
of  handling  them  without  frightening 
all  the  others.  If  the  bird  refuses  to 
eat  it  indicates  that  it  is  a  serious  case, 
but  food  should  not  be  forced  upon  it, 
other  than  to  give  it  something  nour- 

COCKEKELS  and  PUT-IiETS  for  sale.  R. 
and  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns,  R.  I.  Reds  and  White 
Wyandottes.  Cockerels,  75  cents  and  gl.50;  pullets, 
75  cents  and  gl.OO.  Twenty-five  mixed  pullets,  40 
cents  each  to  close  out.  110  egg  Stur  Incubator, 
gl2.00.   264-egg  Successful  Incubator,  gilS.OO. 

A.  H.  GERMOND,  Stanfordville,  N.  Y. 

^^^^^^  WANTED. 

Situation  on  large,  up-to-date  poultry  farm  by  single 
man.  Or  will  run  one  on  shares.  Seven  years'  ex- 
perience.  Reference  given  if  required. 

W.  DARLING,  South  Setauket,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE 

COCKEKELiS,  Hawkins  strain.    Standard  bred 
from  heavy  layers,  from  gl.50  up.   Trap  nests  used. 
J.  S.  PAIGE,  Athol,  Mass. 


ani  BUFF  WyaiiJotte, 
R.  I.  RED  Coctorels, 


$3.00  up.  Large,  vigorous,  farm  raised  birds,  bred 
from  heavy  laying  brown  egg  strains. 

LYONS   HIXL,   POULTRY  FARM, 
Athol  Centre,  Mass. 

FINE  5- ACRE  FARM  in  Hamraonton,  N.  J., 
with  pretty,  well  built,  attractive  6-room  modern 
house,  fine  cellar,  elegant  water,  small  outbuildings, 
some  wired  yards  and  chicken  house.  Lots  fruit. 
Would  make  a  fine  poultry  plant.  House  cost  glfiSO. 
Price  %\m.  Gilbert  &  O'Callaffhan, 

No.  609  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ishing.  A  tablespoonful  of  warm  milk, 
with  two  drops  of  brandy,  will  often 
invigorate  a  sick  bird  and  induce  it  to 
eat,  and  for  that  purpose,  oatmeal 
boiled  in  milk  to  a  thick  consistency, 
is  also  l>eiieficial  ;  but  do  not  force  too 
much  at  a  time  upon  them. 
Roup,  it  is  claimed,  is  produced  from 
various  causes,  among  them  crowding 
too  many  fowls  in  the  houses  or  coops, 
says  American  Stock-Keeper.  Under 
such  conditions  some  of  the  fowls  be- 
come overheated  and  crowd  out  to  the 
very  edge  of  the  group,  often  clear 
away  from  the  others,  and  will  fre- 
quently get  in  a  direct  draught.  The 
result  is  a  sudden  checking  of  the  ex- 
treme heated  condition  of  the  body, 
and  severe  cold  is  caught.  Under  such 
a  condition  malignant  roup  has  been 
known  to  develop  in  a  single  night. 
When  the  hen  house  is  in  a  very  un- 
satisfactory condition,  the  result  of 
leaving  the  droppings  to  accumulate 
for  a  number  of  days,  the  atmosphere 
becomes  fairly  poisoned  and  subjects 
the  fowls  to  danger  of  roup  much  more 
easily  then  when  kept  in  houses 
cleaned  out  daily. 

RHODE    ISLAND    RED  Cockerels  for  sale. 
April  and  May  hatched.    Satisfaction  assured. 
Harry  L.  Bartholomew,  Rural  No.  1,  Wallingford,  Ct. 

My  BROWN  LEGHORNS 

are  great  layers.  Cockerels  and  pullets  for  sale 
after  Sei)tember  15.  Also  two  cocks.  All  pure  bred. 
Write.   LEE  SHORTT,  Lower  Cabot,  Vermont. 


THE  IDEAL  TRAP  IST 

SHOWS    THE  HEN 

THAT  LAID  THE  EGG. 


Reliable 


,  convenient,  simple,  inexpensive. 
This  is  the  trap  nest  that 
you  have  been  waiting  for. 

IT  IS  I^I^^CTIC-A.Ij. 

Used  in  more  large  flocks,  and  endorsed  by 
more  practical  users  that  know,  than  any 
other  trap  nest  on  earth. 

Ideal  Esg-Record  Sheets, 
Ideal  Aluminum  Legr  Bands. 

The  best  of  everything  for  the  Record  Keeper 
Circulars  free.    Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

F.  O.  WELLCOME, 

YARMOUTH,   MAINE.  ^ 


EVERY  BOY  HSS  OWN  TOY  MAKER. 

Tells  how  to  make  all  ki  nds  Toys, 
bteum  Engines,  Photo  Cameras, 
Windmills,  Microscopes,  Klectrie 
Telegraphs,  Telephones^  Magic 
Lanterns,  .^olian  Hai-ps,  Boats, 
from  a rowboat  toaschooner;  al- 
so Kites,  Balloons,  Masks,  Wag- 
ons, Toy  Houses,  Bow  and  Arrow, 
Pop  Guns,  Slings,  Stilts,  Fishing 

  Tackle,  Rabbit  and  Bird  Traps, 

and  many  others.  Al  1  is  made  so  plain  that  a  boy  can 
easily  make  tliem.  2i'flhandsome  illus.  This  great  book 
by  mail  IPC.  3 for  25c.  C  R     DePuy.  Pub.  Syracuse.  N.Y 

"Best  Liver  Pill  Made." 


Positively  cure  biliousness  and  sick  headache, 
(iverand  bowel  complaints.  They  expel  all  impurities 
from  the  blood.  Delicate  women  find  relief  from 
-using  them.  Price  25  cts. ;  five  $1.00.  Pamphlet  free. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  Sl;., Boston.. 
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Artificial  Incubating  and  Brooding. 


Now  is  the  Time  to  Get  the  incubator 
and  Brooder  into  Action. 


Incubators  hatch  no  lice. 
Don't  crowd  the  brooders. 
The   brooder  must  be  kept  perfectly 
clean. 

Hen-hatched  chicks  placed  in  a  brooder 
are  apt  to  introduce  lice. 

Do  not  trouble  the  eggs  in  the  incubator 
oftener  than  is  actually  necessary. 

There  are  more  poultry  men  who  can 
successfully  hatch  poultry  than  can 
rear  them. 

Geo.  O.  Browu  says  the  mau  who  under- 
takes to  raise  very  early  chickens 
without  all  the  necessary  accessories 
will  simply  wish  he  hadn't. 

Success  in  incubation  depends  upon  the 
eggs  used  and  their  condition  at  time 
of  use.  This  is  true  whether  natural 
or  artificial  means  are  used  to  incu- 
bate, says  Orange  Judd  Farmer.  If 
the  hen  or  the  incul)ator  hatches  one 
chick,  this  proves  that  the  fault  is 
not  with  them  that  the  whole  sitting 
did  not  hatch.  The  fault  is  with  the 
eggs.  Neither  the  hen  nor  the  ma- 
chine can  hatch  an  egg  that  will  not 
hatch. 

A  cheap  thermometer  is  a  dangerous 
dependence  for  incubators  or  brooders. 
Be  sure  the  thermometer  registers 
correctly  before  you  depend  on  its  use. 
Many  apparent  failures  of  incubators, 
may  be  traced  to  the  freak  records  of 
a  poor  thermometer,  says  Baltimore 
Sun.  Out  of  curiosity  the  writer  re- 
cently examined  in  a  store  some  lo- 
cent  thermometers,  and  out  of  twenty- 
three  only  two  were  within  one  degree 
of  each  other,  and  the  variations  were 
from  two  to  eleven  degrees.  What 
the  variation  would  be  with  the  heat 
of  the  incul)ator,  is  a  conundrum  not 
worth  while  considering. 

Farm  Journal  says  that  if  an  egg  at  the 
Ijegiiming  of  incubation  weighs  aljout 
two  ounces,  the  newly-hatched  chick 
will  weigh  aliout  one  and  a  quarter 
ounces  ;  at  one  week  old,  two  ounces  ; 
three  weeks  old,  six  and  a  quarter 
ounces;  four  weeks  old,  ten  ounces; 
five  weeks  old,  fourteen  ounces;  six 
weeks  old,  eighteen  and  a  half  ounces  ; 
seven  weeks  old,  twenty-three  and  a 
half  ounces  ;  eight  weeks  old,  twenty- 
eight  ounces;  ten  weeks  old,  thirty- 
six  ounces;  eleven  weeks  old,  forty- 
one  ounces.  Of  course  these  figures 
will  l)e  modified  by  the  feed  and  the 
care  that  the  birds  get,  but  they  show 
the  normal  development  under  favor- 
al)le  conditions. 


Belated  Odds  and  Ends. 


Here  are  Some  Odds  and  Ends  That 
Came  too  Late  to  be  Classified,  but  hi- 
teresting,  Nevertheless. 


Mary  Hopkins,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  :  "I 
tliink  that  beginners  are  paying  too 
much  attention  to  doctoring  poultry 
and  not  enough  to  general  care.  My 
doctrine  is,  when  a  fowl  is  sick,  use 
Carrie  Nation 's  weapon — the  hatchet." 

John  Hendrickson,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  : 
"Next  Summer  we  are  promised  the 


seventeen-yeaf-old  locusts,  and  while 
the  fruit  growers  are  becoming  scared, 
the  poultrymen  should  rejoice.  Seven- 
teen years  ago  when  we  were  visited 
by  these  insects,  I  was  conducting  a 
poultry  farm,  and  my  young  chicks 
fairly  feasted  on  these  locusts.  I  never 
had  chicks  grow  like  they  did  that 
year,  and  I  would  advise  all  poultry- 
men  to  gather  all  they  can  get,  and 
let  the  poultry  have  a  harvest." 
Mrs.  James  Lightfoot,  Hamburg,  Pa.  : 
"I  have  l)een  keeping  poultry  for  profit 
for  aljout  ten  years,  and  began  with 
crossbreds.  I  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  thoroughbreds,  as  the  fanciers 
were  taking  the  life  out  of  them  l)y 
breeding  them  for  show  purposes.  It 
is  different  now.  Since  A  Few  HenS, 
and  other  influential  practical  papers 
has  waged  war  against  thisdestruction 
of  our  breeds,  fanciers  are  paying  more 
attention  to  breeding  for  hardiness, 
vigor  and  utility  qualities,  and  now 
nothing  but  a  thoroughbred  for  me." 

Geo.  W.Jones,  Fairhaven,  Ct.  :  "Why 
is  it  that  poultrymen  do  not  pay  more 
attention  to  the  Houdan  fowl?    I  find 


them  just  the  breed  for  practical  pur- 
poses— they  lay  large  eggs,  the  eggs 
are  remarkably  fertile,  and  they  will 
surprise  you  by  the  large  quantity  they 
will  lay.  Besides,  as  a  table  fowl,  they 
beat  anything  I  have  ever  tried." 
(The  Houdan  is  certainly  a  valuable 
fowl,  as  our  correspondent  states,  but 
the  fact  that  they  lay  white  eggs  and 
dress  a  white  skin  does  not  go  to  show 
that  they  are  popular  in  our  general 
markets,  which  call  for  Ijrown  eggs 
and  yellow  skin.  Merely  a  preju- 
dice of  the  markets,  but  that  prejudice 
means  money  to  the  poultryman. — 
Editor). 

Wm.  H.  Welsh,  Wayne,  Pa.:  "The 
enclosed  article  I  copied  from  the 
Philistine.,  which  goes  to  show  how 
the  famous  Belgian  hare  can  be  turned 
into  'boneless  turkey  '  : 

"Since  the  days  of  Horace  Greely,  when 
the  editor  of  a  city  newspaper  cannot 
think  of  anything  else  to  write  about, 
he  starts  in  and  gives  advice  to  farmers. 

"Even  the  astute  editor  of  the  St.  Louis 
Mirror  is  rubbing  it  into  the  Agrarian 
population.    In  a  late  issue  of  his 


FOUR   MONTHI.Y  JOURNAI^ 
FOR  PRICE  OF  ONK. 

Green's  Fruit  Grower  will  be  sent  monthly  for  one  year, 
together  with  a  year's  subscription  to  Farm  Journal,  Tick's 
Family  Magazine,  and  American  Poultry  Advocate,  all  for 
50  cents. 

Green's  Fruit  Grower  is  authority  on  Garden,  Vineyard,  Or- 
chard, Poultry,  Health,  and  Home.  Established  1881.  Circulation 
100,000.  An  ideal  paper  for  the  home.  New  presses.  New  styles. 

Regular  subscription  for  all,  $1.75  ;  our  price  50  cents  for  all  one 
year.   Write  for  sample  copy. 

Oreen's  Fruit  Orower,  Rocliester,  K.IT* 


NOTHING  UNDER  THE  SUN  WILL  ^ 

and  keep  them  in  good  healthy  condition  all  the  year  roimd  like 

Egg  Food  andTonic 


If 


It  starts  the  pullets  laying,  and  will  keep  them  at  it  all  through  the  winter,  when  eggs  are  scarce. 

We  are  having  our  SIXTH  ANNUAL,  SALE  FOR  NOVEMBER,  and  have  some 
special  inducements  to  offer  those  who  have  never  tried  it,  as  well  as  old  customers,  who  know 
a  good  thing  when  they  see  it. 

During  this  sale,  we  will  sell  a  one  pound  box 
for  15  cts.,  or  seven  one  pound  boxes  for  $1.00. 
The  regular  price  is  one  pound  box  25  cts.,  or  five  one  pound  boxes  $1.00  ;  so  it  will  be  to  your 
advantage  to  order  this  at  the  reduced  price. 

In  addition  to  the  reduction  in  price,  we  vsdll  give  you  with  each  order  for  seven  one  pound 
boxes,  one  of  Kuhn's  Egg  Record  and  Account  Books,  which  retad  at  25  cts.  each ;  or  to 
those  who  order  $2.00  worth,  or  fourteen  one  pound  boxes,  we  will  give  a  book,  which  every  poul- 
tryman needs,  entitled  "Little  Chicks,"  which  retails  for  50  cts.  each.  It  contains  special 
articles  by  M.  K.  Boyer,  P.  H.  Jacobs,  G.  W.  Nones,  W.  W.  Kulp,  A.  G.  Duston,  A.  F.  Cooper,  M.  V. 
Norys,  and  other  well  known  poultrymen.   The  information  it  contains  is  worth  $100  to  any  breeder. 

Remember  these  special  prices  and  offers  are  for  the  month  of  NOVEMBER  ONLY,  and 
no  orders  will  be  filled  after  November  30th,  at  the  above  reduced  prices. 
Send  your  orders  in  at  once,  and  we  will  fill  orders  as  soon  as  received. 

N.  B.  If  sent  by  mail,  add  20  cts.  for  each  box  for  postage,  but  the  seven  boxes  are  cheaper  by 
express,  purchaser  paying  all  charges. 

Our  large  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CATALOGUE  Mailed  Free. 


»> 


jgf  EXCELSIOR  WIRE  AND  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO.,  DEPT.  H., 


TV.  V.  RUSS,  Prop 


36  and  88  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City. 
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A.   Kkw  Hens 


Nov.  15 


paper  he  says  :  'The  farmers  of  Amer- 
ica should  take  no  stock  iu  this  Bel- 
gian hare  craze.  If  the  breeding  of 
these  aiiiuials  keeps  ou,  rabbits  will 
be  found  as  much  of  a  pest  here  as 
they  are  in  Australia  today,  where  the 
Government  has  offered  a  prize  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  best 
scheme  for  their  extermination.' 

"No  subject  is  too  al)struse  or  technical 
for  the  wily  Willy.  lie  holds  the 
Mirror  up  to  everything,  from  Theos- 
ophy  to  Rabbits. 

"Let  the  fact  be  known,  however,  that 
the  statement  that  the  Government 
in  Australia  ever  offered  a  reward  for 
exterminating  rabbits  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  myths  ever  sprung  by 
an  imaginative  correspondent.  It  was 
first  pul)lished  iu  the  New  York  Stm 
as  a  'snake  story,'  and  was  taken  lit- 
erally by  the  press  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. 

"The  rabbit  is  uot  a  native  to  Australia, 
but  was  imported  by  Englishmen, who 
raised  them  for  sport,  just  as  is  done 
in  England.  The  rabl)its  uiultiplied 
rapidly,  however,  and  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  steamship  refrigerators  be- 
came an  assured  fact,  commission 
dealers  in  Sydney  began  to  buy  dressed 
rabbits  and  ship  them,  frozen,  to  Lon- 
don markets.  There  they  sold  at  such 
good  prices  that  uiau)'  Australian  far- 
mers turned  their  attention  to  breed- 
ing them  as  a  business,  just  as  they 
do  now  iu  France.  Then  poaching 
began,  and  the  Colonial  Government, 
instead  of  passing  laws  for  the  exter- 
mination of  rabbits,  legislated  in  favor 
of  them,  and  made  hunting  on  private 
property  a  trespass. 

"Ral)l)its  only  thrive,  like  quail,  where 
the  country  is  fairly  well  improved. 
In  a  wild  and  sparsely  settled  district 
the  wolves,  foxes  and  badgers  make 
short  work  of  the  burrows.  No  rabbit 
can  exist  in  a  wild  country  unless  he 
can  outrun  a  wolf,  aud  this  the  Eng- 
lish hare  cannot  do.  It  is  somewhat 
like  raising  swine  down  South  where 
hogs  that  take  on  adipose  tissue  are 
not  desired  ;  the  South  Carolina  pig 
is  built  for  speed,  for  his  success  in 
life  demands  that  he  shall  be  able  to 
outrun  a  nigger. 

"As  for  the  rabl)it  business  in  America, 
Mr.  Mai  thus  Reedy,  of  the  St.  Louis, 
Mirror,  could  get  a  pointer  or  two  by 
a  visit  to  Sullivan,  Indiana,  where 
one  firm  liought  two  hundred  thousand 
Belgian  hares  last  year,  and  shipped 
away  as  many  cans  of  'Boneless  Tur- 
key'— a  good  many  boxes  of  which,  I 
am  told,  went  to  St.  Lonis." 

Extracts  from  a  discussion  by  Samuel 
Cushman,  reprinted  from  Report  of 
the  Maine  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
1900 : 

Profit  ou  poultry  is  made  in  various 
ways.  The  production  of  strictly 
fresh  eggs  for  market  we  would  place 
first,  as  surest  and  safest  in  this  sec- 
tion. Another  branch,  which  is  a 
little  more  risky,  is  the  production  of 
early  broilers,  which  are  sold  when 
they  weigh  from  three-fourths  to  a 
pound  and  a  half  each.  They  are  sold 
during  the  Winter  and  Spring,  and 
used  n)ostly  by  hotels  and  restaurants. 
So  far  the  West  have  not  produced 
euough  artificially  raised^  or  Wiuter 


broilers,  to  supply  their  own  cities. 
We  still  have  the  market  in  the  East. 
Large  roasters  are  scarce  early  in  the 
Spring  and  Summer,  and  bring  high 
price  over  the  cost  of  production  l)efore 
those  from  the  West  are  brought  on. 
Even  then  a  better  quality  is  salable 
at  a  good  profit. 

We  used  to  think  it  did  not  pay  to  pro- 
duce capons  here  in  the  East,  l^ecause 
we  could  get  so  much  for  them  as 
broilers  and  roasters.  But  as  the 
males  hatched  with  the  pullets  at  the 
right  time  to  make  the  pullets  the 
most  desirable  as  Fall  and  Winter 
layers,  have  to  compete  with  Western 
natural-raised  chicks  if  dressed  at  any 
stage,  it  is  found  best  to  castrate  them 
and  keep  them  until  Spring,  when 
soft  stock  is  scarce  and  roasters  high 
priced.  As  they  grow  large  they  may 
be  kept  in  flocks  without  fighting, 
and,  as  their  flesh  keeps  soft  and 
tender,  they  sell  well  in  the  Spring, 
and  there  is  money  in  them. 

The  production  of  early  ducks  for  mar- 
ket is  profitable  if  you  do  the  work 
artificially.  Get  them  out  early,  and 
market  them  before  natural-raised 
ones  are  ready.  Still  there  is  a  great 
competition  now,  and  there  are  many 
large  plants  scattered  about  the  country 
raising  from  10,000  to  30,000  annually. 
There  may  be  money  in  natural-raised 
ducks  if  you  have  a  nearby  market,  or 
can  sell  them  right  from  your  farm 
to  the  consumer.  Bnt  if  you  dispose 
of  them  in  New  York  or  Boston,  you 
have  to  compete  with  the  large  raiser, 
who  has  the  best  of  it.  The  city  poul- 
try dealers  prefer  to  buy  of  the  large 
plants.  The  product  is  so  large  that 
there  is  money  in  handling  such  quan- 
tities, and  the  supply  continues  from 
week  to  week  throughout  the  season. 
They  would  not  pay  a  small  producer 
as  much  for  the  same  thing,  and  prob- 
ably would  not  want  his  shipments. 


To  MAKE  A  SUCCESS 

^^^^^^m  Of  incubation  and  brooding- 
^^^^^Si  you  need 

t^^n  Pi       prairie  state 

^fif^^T  I  Incubators  and  Brooders. 
li^-^  '^f  1322  First  Premiums.  Cat.  free, 
n  I    Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 

a-«        L.  Homer  City,  Pa. 


Sf^  T>HODE  ISLAND  REDS.  Brown 
•  \j»  JA)  egg  strain  prolific  layers  and  superb 
dressed  poultry.  Choice  farm  raised,  Standard  bred 
cockerels  or  pullets,  g2  each.  Write. 

HARRY  C.  NUNAN,  Cape  Porpoise,  Maine. 


one-eighth  inch  lengths,  no  long  stems.  gl.50perl00 
lbs.;  ^2.60  per  200  lbs.;  S6.50  per  500  lbs.  Clover 
Meal  30c.  per  100  lbs.    Higher  discounts  on  large  lots. 


1000  HEAD  CHOICE  BREEDERS 

$1.50  Each.  Pure  White  Wyandottes,  Mammoth 
Pekin  Ducks,  Red  Belgian  Hares.  Selected  from 
1.5,000  raised  this  season.  Formula  of  our  celebrated 
Niagara  Poultry  Food,  ,91.00.  Poultry  Supplies. 
Circulars  free.  NIAGARA  FARM, 
W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO.,  Box  2,  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 


BRICAULTS 

BRED-TO-LAY 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

Are  bred  systematically  for  layers  by  the  individual 
record  method.        C.  RRICAULT,  M.  D.  V., 
(Formerly  Lawrence,  Mass) .        Andover,  Mass. 


Send  a  trial  shipment,  all  stock  alike, 
to  three  different  dealers.  One  will 
allow  a  very  low  price,  and  send  word 
not  to  ship  any  more.  Another  firm 
may  give  a  much  better  price,  l)ut  will 
not  want  any  more,  and  another  will 
give  the  highest  market  price,  and 
say  :  "Send  us  all  you  have,"  or  "so 
many  a  week."  Very  likely  the  be- 
ginner's goods  are  not  dressed  to  suit 
or  not  fattened  properly.  But  if  they 
are  equal  to  the  best  it  may  be  just 
the  same.  What  the  dealers  are  will- 
ing to  give  depends  on  the  stock  they 
have  on  hand,  or  have  engaged  right 
along  from  some  one  else.  They  may 
have  regular  shippers  who  have 
learned  their  needs,  and  can  send 
just  what  they  want  when  they  need 
it.  They  may  not  want  to  take  up  a 
new  man  whose  supply  is  uncertain, 
and  who  may  not  dress  alike  every 
time,  or  whose  stock  will  vary  in 
quality. 

One  not  having  enough  producers  to  get 
all  he  wants  from  will  give  you  more 
encouragement  and  pay  you  a  better 
price.  It  is  the  dealer's  business  con- 
ditions more  than  the  quality  of  stock 
you  send  that  governs  price.  The 
new  man  is  an  uncertain  factor,  aud 
they  prefer  the  estal)lished  producer. 
This  is  discouraging  to  the  beginner 
who  does  not  understand  what  is  back 
of  it.  There  are  several  large  duck 
raising  plants  in  New  England  that 
produce  10,000  or  12,000  ducks  annu- 
ally, and  one  that  produces  over  30,000, 
besides  buying  from  Canada  thousands 
more  naturally-raised  ducks,  which 
are  fattened  and  marketed  to  prolong 
the  season.  The  amount  of  profit  de- 
pends on  how  early  they  are  placed 
upon  the  market. 


WANTED! 

Money  earns  50  per  cent,  if  you  order  now. 

I  have  hundreds  of  young  stock  on  free  range  that 
must  be  sold.   Many  are  from  my 

Choice  Exhibition  Matings. 

Line  bred  since  1892,  and  bred  to  win.  Also  great 
Eg^  Producers,  bred  from  best  laying  hens,  and 
earliest  maturing  pullets,  mated  with  proper  males, 
line  bred  since  1888.  Hundreds  of  cockerels,  $2  to  $5. 
Pullets,  .$1.50  to  $i.  Special  prices  on  pairs,  trios  and 
pens  White  Leghorns,  Black  Minorcas.  Barred  Rocks, 
White  Rocks,  White  Wyandottes  and  Light  Brahmas. 
Elegant  32-page  descriptive  catalogue,  free. 

ELM  POULTRY  YARDS, 

HARTFORD,  CONN. 


YOU'LL  BE   IN  IT. 

If  you  want  White  Wyandotte  cockerels,  from  brown- 
egg  strain,  send  to  FRANK  L,.  DAY, 

No.  60  Warren  Street,  West  Medford,  Mass. 


FOR  SALE.    Small  farm,  good  7-room  house, 
barn  and  poultry  houses.    Near  depot.  Fifty- 
five  miles  from  New  York.     Terms  reasonable. 
Address,  A.  W.  Brewster,  Hammon  on,  N.  J. 


1.  K.  FELCH  &  SON, 

Box  K,  Natick,  Mass. 
Light  Brahmas,  Plymouth  Hocks, 
White  Wyandottes  and 
Belgian  Hares. 

Bred  to  lay  eggs  and  to  win.   Write  for  Just  what 
you  want.  We  can  send  it. 
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Money  may  be  made  on  young  geese 
giowu  quick  and  marketed  in  the 
same  way,  and  at  present  these  will 
probably  pay  l)etter  than  anything 
else,  if  well  managed.  Turkey  grow- 
ing is  also  very  profital)le  if  the  right 
stock  is  kept  and  you  have  the  right 
sort  of  land,  but  few  locations  are 
suited  for  this  branch.  I  would  not 
compete  with  the  raisers  of  Bronze 
turkeys  of  the  West.  A  smaller  l)reed 
like  our  Narragansett  turkeys,  that 
grow  plump  and  quickly,  will  suit  all 
markets. 

There  is  also  money  in  raising  and  im- 
proving pure  bred  poultry  of  all  kinds 
and  selling  breeding  stock  to  breeders 
all  aljout  the  country.  There  is  more 
money  in  this  branch,  if  done  right, 
and  the  greatest  loss  if  done  wrong, 
and  three-fourths  do  it  the  wrong  way. 
There  are  greater  risks  and  longer 
chances  taken  and  much  more  capital 
is  required,  and  it  takes  longer  in  get- 
ting established  in  raising  fancy 
poultry. 

Every  location  is  different,  and  every 
market  is  different,  and  these  facts 
must  be  considered  in  order  to  do  the 
very  best  in  any  location.  Find  all 
you  can  of  all  plans,  and  eventually 
you  will  be  able  to  adopt  the  one  or 
coml)ination  best  adapted  to  your  own 
location,  market  and  circumstances. 

It  used  to  be  the  best  scheme  in  making 
money  from  eggs  to  liatcli  early,  de- 
velop them  early,  and  keep  them  in 
warm  houses  so  as  to  have  eggs  in 
plenty  when  the  price  was  highest,  in 
December  and  January. 

Eggs  were  then  cheap  from  April  to 
November.  So  many  tried  this  plan, 
but  did  not  quite  succeed,  that  eggs 
eventually  l)ecame  very  cheap  the 
latter  part  of  the  Winter.  Great  quan- 
tities were  laid  at  a  time  when  there 
would  under  ordinary  circumstances 
be  but  few  produced.  More  are  now 
laid  in  the  East  in  the  last  Winter 
months  than  at  any  other  time.  The 
price  of  Summer  eggs  is  getting  higher 
and  that  of  the  late  Winter  eggs  lower. 
The  cost  of  the  Summer  egg  is  much 
less  for  feed  if  stock  has  grass  range 
on  the  farm,  and  it  is  best  for  farmers 
to  work  more  for  cheaper  Summer 
eggs  that  bring  almost  as  much  as 
those  produced  in  Winter. 

Chicks  hatched  rather  late  lay  eggs 
when  the  price  is  low,  and  they  cost 
as  much  for  feed  as  at  any  time  in  the 
year.  The  cockerels,  also,  when  ready 
to  dress,  unless  caponized  and  kept 
over,  hardly  pay  for  the  feed  they 
have  eaten. 


Ducks  and  Ducklings. 


Duck  Culture  is  a  Profitable  Branch  in 
Poultry  Farming,  when  it  can  be  Com- 
bined with  Some  Other  Branch,  and 
the  Proper  Facilities  are  at  Hand. 


All  breeds  of  ducks  have  a  disposition 
to  wander  more  than  chickens,  but  the 
Pekiu  as  the  most  domesticated  of 
ducks,  lack  disposition  to  explore  and 
ravage,  says  Chas.  H.  Long,  in  Poul- 
try Herald. 

According  to  a  writer  in  a  French  scien- 
tific paper,  ducks  fed  on  acorns,  which 


they  will  eat  ravenously,  not  infre- 
quently lay  black  eggs.  The  reason 
is  that  their  egg  shell  is  naturally  rich 
in  iron,  and  this  coml)ines  with  the 
tannin  in  the  acorn  to  produce  a  good 
fast  black.  The  same  paper  states 
if  fowls  are  fed  on  boiled  lobster  shells 
they  will  lay  I)right  red  eggs. 

Poultry  authorities  contend  that  water, 
except  for  drinking,  is  not  required 
for  ducks.  The  editor  of  the  Texas 
Farm  and  Ranch  says  he  has  raised 
ducks  successfully  exactly  that  way, 
but  had  better  success  when  the  birds 
had  free  access  to  a  large  reservoir. 
He  believes,  after  ducks  are  about  ten 
weeks  old,  swimming  water  is  good 
for  them,  that  they  will  be  healthier 
and  will  grow  faster.  Nature  certainly 
has  not  given  ducks  waterproof  feath- 
ers and  webbed  feet,  under  a  misapre- 
hension  as  to  their  needs.  Ducks  and 
geese  can  be  raised  without  swimming 
water,  but  better  with  it. 


Turkey  Culture. 


Why  Not  Make  the  Turkey  the  National 
Emblem  Instead  of  the  Eagle — Surely 
There  is  More  Real  Practical  Worth  in 
the  Former  than  in  the  Latter,  and 
Practical  Worth  has  a  Great  Standing 
with  the  American  People. 


Avoid  relationship  in  Ijreeding. 
Lice  is  the  main  cause  of  the  great  losses 
with  young  turkeys, 

A,  R,  Turner,  in  New  York  Tribune, 
writes;  "I  was  living  on  a  farm  sev- 
eral years  ago  and  made  it  a  point  to 
raise  as  many  turkeys  as  possible,  but 
was  troubled  with  foxes  until  I  tried 
the  experiment  of  putting  a  small 
sleigh  bell  on  each  turkey's  neck, 
after  which  no  fox  would  come  near 
them. 


1 


how  To  Ma  ke  Poi  ltry  Pay. 


It  depends  entirely  upon  the  feeding  rations.  Fresh 
cut  green  bone  will  produce  more  eggs  and  better 
fowls  than  any  other  poultry  food.  The  easy  running 

^I^Bone  Cutter 

■■•^  produces  better  cut-bone  than  any  other  machine, 
because  it  reduces  the  bone  to  granular  meal,  free  from  splinters  and 
chunks.    Better  feed  with  less  labor — isn't  that  worth  considering? 

0\ir  New  Model  No.  l^^lm 

is  admitted  the  easiest  turning,  most  rapid  cutter  made.  Auto- 
I  matic  feed ;  perfectly  self-regulating.    Don't  buy  until  you  investi- 
gate this  machine.  We  make  eight  other  models  for  hand  or  power. 

"How  to  Ma.ke  PoAiHry  Pay"  i.^o?p^°°?  X-t^^^^^^ 

of  sound  hen-sense.  May  we  send  you  a  copy?  It's  worth  reading. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  6.  CO.,  BOX    5,  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

"Don'i  fceep  hens — make  hens  "keep  YOU." 


mmjm 
Qres 


Colds 
Croup 
Coughs 
Cramps 
Cholera 
Chills 
Colic. 


liniment 


Dropped  on  sugar  It  is  pleasant  to  take  to  cure  many  common  ills,  Internal  and  External, 
nice 25 and 60c  Book  Treatment  of  Disease  sent  free.    L  S,  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mas* 
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Notes  in  Passing. 


News  in  the  Market  Poultry  World — 
Hints  that  May  be  of  Value — Para- 
graphs from  Our  Excanges. 


Why  has  no  poet  turned  his  lyre  to  thee, 
O  hen  !  producer  of  the  tempting  egg  ? 
Is  it  because  thou  hast  not  lofty  flight 
And  dost  not  cleave  the  clouds  with  tireless  wing? 
Is  it  because  thy  throat,  though  full  of  sound. 
Is  ever  songless  in  the  stricter  sense? 
If  on  the  score  of  plumage  birds  are  hymned, 
Thou  in  thy  various  breeds  hast  feathers  fine ; 
And  trim  and  trig  thy  figure  is. 
But  there  is  that  within  thee,  luckless  fowl. 
That  rouseth  up  man's  ire.    Brains,  good  hen, 
Would  serve  thy  feathered  tribe  as  they  serve 
man. 

A  single  ounce  of  ordinary  sense 
If  placed  within  thy  noodle,  noodle  fowl. 
Might  make  thee  mend  thy  ways  to  such  extent 
That  poets  would  rise  up  in  every  clime 
And  sing  thy  obvious  beauties,  foolish  bird. 
What  lack  of  wisdom  makes  thee  leave  thine 
eggs 

When  little  chicks  fain  would  pip  their  shells. 
What  plenteous  lack  of  sense  that  makes  thee 
stand 

I<ead-footed  on  a  vainly  peeping  chick, 
Quite  heedless  of  his  protestations  shrill? 
Why,  in  thine  efforts  to  escape  the  wain 
That  comest  in  thine  pathway,  dost  thou  fly 
Almost  beneath  the  wheels,  O  rattled  bird? 
It  is  because,  though  instincts  thou  mayest  have, 
They  never  are  at  hand  when  wanted  most ; 
And,  having  of  good  brains  no  veriest  jot. 
Blind  luck  and  that  alone  attends  thy  way 
From  pip  of  shell  unto  the  headsman's  block ! 
Not  lack  of  plumage,  lack  of  power  to  fly. 
Nor  lack  of  ear-compelling  melody. 
But  lack  of  brains  has  barred  thee  from  the  line 
Of  birds  made  famous  by  the  poet's  pen. 
Wherefore,  O  hen !  heed  thou  the  Psalmist's 
word : 

"With  all  thy  getting  understanding  get !  " 
And,  peradventure,  in  the  years  to  come 
Some  Bryant  or  some  Shelly  or  some  Hogg 
Shall  shrine  thee  in  the  amber  of  his  verse. 

— Saturday  Evening  Post. 

Be  up  and  doing. 

Be  equal  to  all  emergencies. 

Dreamers  die  young  in  the  business. 

Have  rules — and  observe  theui  yourself. 

Don't  think  you  know  it  all — there  is 
much  to  learn. 

Good  management  is  what  makes  poul- 
try profitable. 

High  hats  and  kid  gloves  are  unbecom- 
ing in  the  poultry  yard. 

Editor  and  Judge  Pierce,  of  the  Fa7i- 
ciers^  Gazette,  who  has  been  on  the 
sick  list,  is  rapidly  recovering. 

The  man  who  lacks  both  capital  and  ex- 
perience, or  either  of  them,  should 
stay  out  of  the  poultry  l)usiness. 

"That's  a  queer  name  you've  chosen  for 
your  horse,  'Bad-Kgg.'  "  "It's  a  bully 
name.  A  bad  egg  can't  be  beaten."— 
Harlem  Life. 

If  some  of  those  poultry  editors  would 
stop  their  wrangling  and  get  down  to 
practical  poultry  talk,  they  would  do 
their  readers  more  good. 

The  first  fowl  to  bear  name  was  created 
by  intermingling  Cochin,  Dorking, 
Plymouth  Rock  and  Malay  blood,  the 
result  of  which  was  a  mongrel  of  little 
real  value. 

Men  who  look  upon  potiltry  as  mere 
"money-getters"  will  never  become 
serious  competitors  with  those  who 
have  the  inborn  spirit  of  the  true  fan- 
cier, says  Baltimore  Stm. 

The  West  Virginia  Experiment  Station 
made  the  test  of  warm  and  cold  houses 
with  the  result  that  in  five  months 
twelve  pullets  in  the  warm  house  Inid 
629  eggs,  while  twelve  pullets  in  the 
cold  house  laid  486  eggs. 

Prof.  Gill;ert,  of  Ottawa,  says  to  start  in 
poultry  raising  on  the  farm  requires 


little  or  no  capital.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstances, with  proper  management, 
poultry  can  be  made  with  little  cost  a 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  farm. 

A  thoroughbred  is  a  Standard  breed  and 
yet  need  not  be  Standard-i^ri?^/.  It 
may  be  as  pure  as  any  exhibition  fowl 
and  yet  a  disqualified  show  bird. 
Therefore,  to  claim  that  all  thorough- 
breds are  Standard  bred  fowls  is  a  sad 
mistake  which  a  number  of  our  ex- 
changes have  fallen  into. 

There  are  people  who  will  place  chick- 
ens in  a  pit  and  allow  them  to  maim 
and  tear  each  other  to  pieces  till  death 
stops  the  fight.  The  heathenish  prac- 
tice is  called  sport  to  those  so  lost  to 
all  sense  of  humane  principals — and 
still  we  send  missionaries  to  China^ 
says  the  American  Poultry  fournal. 

Geo.  O.  Brown,  in  Baltimore  Sun,  says  : 
"Many  of  the  heavyweight  fowls  at 
the  poultry  shows  cannot  be  depended 
upon  as  breeders.  In  order  to  reach 
standard  weight  usefulness  is  too  often 
sacrificed.  A  heavyweight  fowl  is  an 
indolent  one,  and  such  hens  will  lay 
very  few  eggs,  and  but  few  of  the  eggs 
will  be  fertile." 

Here  is  advice  by  the  American  Poultry 
Journal  worth  remembering:  Side 
issue  attention  brings  side  issue  re- 
sults. There  is  only  one  way  to  reach 
the  top  in  any  line  of  endeavor,  and 
that  is  by  mastering  the  subject 
through  thoughtftil  and  careful  work 
and  plenty  of  it. 

Remember  that  all  the  good  or  desirable 
qualities  of  so-called  scrub  poultry 
are  inherited  from  some  pure  bred 
ancestors,  says  Baltimore  Sun.  In 
reality  there  is  no  such  thing  as  com- 
mon hens — they  are  all  mixed,  crossed 


Factory  and  Home  Offices  of  the 
CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO. 

On  October  ist,  the  factory  and  home  offices 
of  the  Cyphers  Incubator  Company  were  re- 
moved from  Wayland,  N.  Y.  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  the  company  now  has  ample  space  and 
every  modern  facility  for  manufacturing  its  pop- 
ular line  of  goods,  and  conducting  a  large  busi- 
ness. The  factory  and  home  offices  are  located 
at  the  Corner  of  Court  and  Wilkeson  Sts.,  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  city  hall.  The  Buffalo  Belt 
Line  and  Erie  Canal  parallel  their  warehouse 
and  shipping  rooms  on  opposite  sides.  Their 
lumber  is  brought  from  the  Michigan,  Wisconsin 
and  Canadian  saw  mills  direct  to  the  factory  by 
boat,  thus  placing  them  in  a  position  to  buy  the 
principal  material  used  in  their  product  at  the 
lowest  market  prices.  In  this  new  location  they 
have  unlimited  power,  and  their  eqviipment  of 
machinery  has  been  added  to  until  their  plant 
is  a  model  one.  Herewith  is  shown  a  view  of 
the  building  now  occupied  by  this  company, 


and  recrossed  of  various  breeds, which 
in  the  remoteness  of  the  cross  have 
lost  the  marking  of  the  original  pure 
bred  stock. 

F.  H.  Valentine,  Ridgewood,  N.  J.,  who 
so  ably  controlled  the  editorial  reins,^ 
of  the  Poultry  Monthly,  has  severed 
liis  connection  with  the  same,  and 
will  in  the  future  engage  in  the  poul- 
try supply  business.  We  regret  to 
note  Mr.  Valentine's  departure  from 
the  editorial  desk,  but  wish  him  the 
best  of  success  in  his  new  field. 

D.  F.  Taylor,  in  American  Poultry 
Journal,  says  :  "We  have  bred  White 
Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes  for  six- 
teen years,  and  are  well  satisfied  that 
it  does  not  pay  to  breed  too  close  to 
the  "dead  white"  line  for  utility.  Our 
most  vigorous  and  best  laying  stock 
has  a  tingfe  of  yellow  in  undercolor. 
All  weakly  chicks  are  pure  white  with 
whitish  legs." 

A  California  paper  tells  of  a  freak  gob- 
bler that  took  away  from  a  turkey  hen 
27  young  turkeys,  and  proceeded  to 
give  them  proper  motherly  attention. 
Not  content  with  that  the  gobbler 
succeeded  in  corralling  eight  chicken 
orphans,  and  now  struts  around  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment  of  35,  with 
as  much  style  as  a  drum  major  of  a 
town  militia  company. 

Poultry  Farmer  says  to  know  when  to 
sell  and  where  to  sell  is  indeed  a  part 
of  the  poultry  business,  and,  to  the 
man  who  is  in  the  Vjusiness  for  profit, 
is  quite  a  prominent  part  of  the  busi- 
ness. The  age  of  a  fowl  cannot  always 
be  determined  by  the  size  of  its  spur. 
"We  have  two-year-old  Wyandotte  hens 
that  have  no  larger  spurs  than  you 
would  find  on  a  matured  pullet. 


Buffalo  is  an  ideal  location  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  incubators,  brooders,  and  other  poultry 
appliances.  The  city  has  unexcelled  shipping 
facilities  both  by  rail  and  water.  Buffalo  is  the 
natural  gateway  between  the  IJast  and  the  West, 
as  much  so  as  though  an  arch  were  built,  and 
people  traveling  east  and  west  passed  through 
it.  The  Southwest  and  Southeast  are  reached 
from  Buffalo  by  direct  trunk  lines,  while  across 
Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  lies  the  garden 
spot  of  Canada.  Buffalo  is  the  principal  eastern 
lumber  market,  and  one  of  the  leading  wood- 
working cities  of  the  Union.  Skilled  labor  is 
available  in  all  departments. 

The  progress  made  by  the  Cyphers  Company 
has  been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  this  re- 
moval to  Buffalo  will  prove  highly  beneficial  to 
the  company  and  its  many  customers.  With  its 
factory  and  home  offices  at  Buffalo,  and  branch 
offices  and  salesrooms  at  New  York  City,  Boston 
and  Chicago,  the  Cyphers  Company  is  in  posi- 
tion to  fill  all  orders  entrusted  to  it  at  an  im. 
portant  saving  to  customers  in  time  and  money. 
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Farm  and  Ranch  says:  "Evaporated 
eggs  are  said  to  be  a  new  product  on 
the  market.  The  eggs  are  broken, 
churned  until  the  different  parts  are 
thoroughly  mixed,  and  then  dried  on 
steam  heated  revolving  cylinders. 
Salt  is  added,  and  the  product  is  said 
to  be  very  durable.  It  is  really  dessi- 
cated  eggs,  and  we  see  no  reason  why 
this  cannot  be  done  as  well  with  eggs 
as  with  other  animal  and  vegetable 
substances." 

Editor  J.  C.  Ely,  of  the  Ohio  Poultry 
Journal,  was  a  candidate  for  State 
Senator  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  a 
Democratic  county.  At  this  writing 
we  have  not  heard  whether  Mr.  Ely 
was  elected,  which  might  nqt  be  the 
case,  considering  the  great  Republican 
landslide.  But  we  hope  for  the  best 
— for  the  honor  of  poultrydom  we  hope 
that  the  people  of  Mr.  Ely's  county 
have  e.lected  him.  He  would  be  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place. 

Geo.  O.  Brown  says  :  "If  you  will  give 
half  the  good  treatment  to  the  old 
breed  that  you  are  willing  to  give  some 
new  breed,  you  will  be  as  greatly  sur- 
prised over  the  results,  and  often  more 
so  than  any  of  the  new  breeds.  A 
man  who  tries  a  new  breed  looks  after 
them  in  a  better  way,  and  endeavors 
to  provide  all  possible  favoral)le  con- 
ditions for  them.  Why  not  give  the 
old-established  breeds  the  same  en- 
couragement and  chance  to  show  what 
they  can  acco.mplish  under  proper 
treatment  ?" 

An  exchange  says  that  Adolph  Herz,  a 
rich  Californian,  has  bought  a  place 
near  Yankton,  S.  D.,  and  will  convert 
it  into  a  chicken  ranch.  He  intends 
to  I'aise  annually  40,000  chickens,  and 
will  ship  direct  to  Chicago.    His  plans 
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It  costs  a  mill  a  day— one  cent 
every  ten  days— to  make  a  hen 
a  lively  layer  -when  eggs  are  ^ 
high,    with   SHERIDAN'S  r^'! 
CONDITION  POWDER.  Calcu-  ' 
late  the  profit.   It  helps  young 
pullets    to    laying  maturity; 
makes    the    plumage  glossy, 
makes  combs  bright  red. 


>_^CONDITIOM 

Powdet* 


fed  to  fowls  once  daily,  in  a  hot  mash, 
■will  make  all  their  feed  doubly  effec- 
tive and  make  the  flock  doubly  profit- 
able. If  you  can't  buy  it  we  send  one 
pack.  25  cts. ;  five,  $1.  A  two  pound 
can,  $1.20.  Sample  poultry  paper  free. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


An  Accurate  Account  of  the  Highest, 
Lowest  and  Average  Prices  for  the 
Best  Market  Stock,  Paid  Diiring  the 
Month  of  October — Goods  Not  up  to 
the  Standard  Received  Proportionately 

Less.   

NEW  YORK. 

Highest,    I,owest,  Av., 

Fresh  eggs   24        21  221-2 

Fowls,  dressed   13         9  11 

Spring  ducks,  dressed          15        14        14  1-2 

Old  Roosters,  dressed   7         6  61-2 

Fowls,  live   10  1-2     91-2  10 

Roosters,  live   61-2     51-2  6 

Spring  Chickens,  live   15        12        13  1-2 

Turkeys,  live   10        10  10 

Ducks,  live,  pair  60       .50  .55 

Geese,  live,  pair   $1-25    $1.00    %i.i2  1-2 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Highest,  I<owest,  Av., 

Fresh  Fggs                            23  20  21  1-2 

Hens,  live  ,11  10  10  1-2 

Hens,  dressed                         13  10  11  1-2 

Old  Roosters,  live   71-2     7  71-4 

Old  Roosters,  dressed               7  7  7 

Western  Sp'g  Chickens,  live   15  12  13  1-2 

Nearby  broilers                      17  16  16  1-2 

Fancy  roasting  Chickens. .     16  15  15  1-2 

BOSTON. 

Highest,  Lowest,  Av., 

Eggs,  nearby  and  Cape   29  26  27  1-2 

Chickens,  dressed   20  18  19 

Fowls,  dressed   13  10  11  1-2 

Roosters,  dressed   71-2     7  71-4 

Turkeys,  old   10  8  9 

Live  Chickens   10  9  9  1-2 

Live  fowls   10  9  91-2 

CHICAGO. 

Highest,    Lowest,  Av., 

Kggis,  fresh   18        16  1-2  17  1-4 

Chickens,  hens,  alive   7         7  7 

Spring  Chickens,  live,   10  8  g 

Roosters,  live   5         5  5 

Ducks,  live,  old   8         71-2  73-4 

Turkey  hens,  live   81-2     71-2  8 

Turkey  hens,  live,  young  999 

Turkey  gobblers,  live   7         6  61-2 

Many  successful  poultry  raisers  have 
learned  by  experience  that  the  cause  of  a 
very  bountiful  supply  of  eggs  in  the  fall 
and  vi^inter,  vv^hen  prices  rule  high,  is 
proper  care,  feeding,  and  management, 
which  they  have  learned  by  experience 
includes  the  use  in  the  mash  food,  once 
daily,  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder. 
It  helps  to  mature  young  pullets  so  they 
will  lay  when  five  or  six  months  old. 

They  Succeed 
Best 

In  keeping  poultry  for  profit,  who  study 
cause  and  effect  carefully. 

No  matter  what  kind  of  foods  you  use, 
Sheridan's  Powder  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  cause  the  desired  effect,  namely, 
a  well  filled  basket  of  eggs  daily.  It  gets 
old  hens  over  molting  period  quickly ;  it 
develops  to  laying  maturity  the  young 
pullets.  It  causes  perfect  assimilation 
of  the  food  elements  needed  to  effect 
growth,  prevent  disease,  and  produce 
eggs.    Costs  one  mill  a  day  per  hen. 


Mann's  1902  Model  Bone  Cutter,  which  has 
successfully  solved  the  boue  cutting  problem. 

Every  one  who  has  had  much  of  it  to  do,  knows 
that  bone  cutting  has  not  been  easy  work,  and 
that  often  it  has  been  a  task  to  be  dreaded,  even 
by  those  who  knew  best  the  great  value  of  cut 
bone  as  a  food.  How  to  reduce  the  labor  and 
remove  this  dread,  was  the  problem  that  con- 
fronted the  manufacturer. 

The  difficulty  had  been  to  find  some  way  to 
control  the  power  or  strength  required  to  oper- 
ate a  bone  cutter,  ma  king  it  possible  for  a  slight, 
frail  body  to  use  it.  The  F.  W.  Mann  Co.  have 
studied  the  problem  for  fifteen  years,  and  have 
at  last  successfully  solved  it.  They  first  tried 
the  hand  feed,  one  hand  doing  the  turning,  the 
other  holding  the  feed.  At  that  time,  it  was  the 
best  there  was,  but  the  feed  hand  would  get 
tired,  almost  as  tired  as  tlie  one  turning.  That 
gave  way  to  the  automatic  feed,  which  fed  itself 
and  left  both  hands  free,  making  the  work 
much  easier.  But  automatic  feeds  had  their 
drawbacks  too,  notwithstanding  they  were  in- 
finitely better  than  the  hand  feed.  The  trouble 
was,  that  the  automatic  feed  would  push  the 
bone  forward  uniformly,  forcing  a  hard  bone 
along  just  as  fast  as  a  softer  one,  the  knives 
cutting  off  as  big  a  chip  on  one  as  the  other, 
requiring  much  more  strength  for  a  hard  bone, 
and  of  course,  tiring  the  operator  more. 

It  was  necessary  to  overcome  this  unequal 
strain.  It  took  months  and  years  of  experiment, 
but  at  last  the  F.  W.  Mann  Co.  hit  upon  the  idea. 
They  found  that  the  feed  must  not  be  regular, 
that  when  cutting  hard  bones,  they  should  not 
be  forced  along  as  fast,  and  that  by  taking  a 
lighter  chip  on  the  hard  bones,  they  cut  just  as 
easy  as  the  soft  ones. 

Their  1902  models  all  have  this  ingenious  feed- 
ing device.  It  can  be  set  for  a  child,  a  little  girl, 
and  she  will  cut  a  fair  quantity  of  fine  poultry 
food,  then  by  simply  turning  the  screw  which 
controls  the  governor,  it  can  be  set  to  suit  the 
strength  of  a  vigorous  boy,  who  in  five  minutes 
may  cut  as  much  as  the  girl  cut  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  By  another  turn  of  the  screw,  it  may 
be  set  to  suit  a  man's  strength,  who  will  cut  five 
times  as  much  as  the  boy.  By  applying  steam 
or  other  power,  it  can  be  multiplied  again  by 
five  or  more.  In  other  words,  the  capacity  in 
every  case  is  suited  to  the  operator's  strength. 
You  can  cut  as  rapidly  as  you  like,  and  never 
need  overtax  yourself,  for  whether  the  bones 
are  hard  or  soft,  the  machine  turns  with  the 
same  ease,  the  governing  device  seeing  to  it 
that  soft  bones  are  fed  up  to  the  knives  faster 
than  the  hard  ones. 

This  device  is  patented.  No  other  type  has  it. 
It  places  Mann's  pre-eminently  at  the  head. 
Mann's  does  not  waste  the  meat  or  gristle. 
There  are  no  dangerous  splinters  to  threaten 
the  life  of  your  fowls.  Everything  is  cut  with- 
out waste,  and  remarkably  easy,  considering 
the  hard  nature  of  bone. 

Space  forbids  mention  of  the  many  other  im- 
provements, the  open  hinged  hopper,  extra 
table  room  to  catch  the  bone,  and  the  many 
other  new  features  introduced  by  The  F.  W. 
Mann  Co.,  Milford,  Mass.  Their  handsome  new 
catalogue  is  free  for  the  asking  and  explains  all. 
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700    BROWN  EGG 

strain  birds.  Buff  ami  Stay  White  Wyan- 
dottes.  Red  R.  I.  Reds,  Mammoth  Pekin 
Dacks  (23  lbs.  per  pair).  Pedigree  bred  by  trap 
nests  for  heavy  winter  and  all  year  laying:. 
14  years  line-bred  for  utility  points.  Our  birds 
have  correct  shape,  size,  color,  vigor.  Mature 
and  lay  early.  Are  layers  bred  to  -win.  Man- 
chester, N.  If.  shows,  1900-'01,  my  W.  Wys.  won  1st, 
3d  pens;  Ist,  2d,3d  cocks;  (tied  1st)  won  2d,  3d,  4th 
hens ;  1st,  2d,  3d  eggs ;  11  specials.  Buffs,  3d  pen.  R. 
I.  Reds,  2d  pen;  2q  eggs.  P.  Ducks,  1st  and  specials. 
Scored  92  to  95  each.  All  bred  and  owned  by  me. 
Stock  all  farm  raised.  Established  1887.  Write. 
C.  E.  DATIS,  Warner,  N.  H. 


The  best  on  the  market,  cut  in  one-eighth  inch  lengths 
and  all  long  stems  sifted  out.  The  best  and  cheapest  egg 
food  you  can  buy.  $1.25  per  100  lbs. ;  |5  per  500  lbs. ; 
$10.00  per  1,000  lbs. ;  $20  per  ton. 

100  Red  Belgian  Hares,  $1  to  $2  each.    300  first-class 
White  Wyandottes,  yearlings  and  young  stock,  $1  to 
$2  each.   Catalogue.   Order  at  once. 
C.  A.  STEVENS  &  CO.,  Box  7,  Wilson,  N.  Y. 


QTAT?nr    THAT   INCUBATOR.  Eggs 
lO  X  XVJA)  J.    that  will  hatch,  from  heavy  lay- 
ing, high  class  Light  Brahmas,  $2.50  per  50  ;  $5  per  100  ; 
$9  per  200.   Trap  nests  used  for  over  two  years. 
PHILIP  H.  GEORGE,  Braidwood,  Illinois. 


MINORCAS. 

SINGIiE  COMB  BLACK  MINORCAS. 

These  birds  lay  the  largest  and  whitest  of  eggs,  and 
have  been  bred  twelve  years  for  heavy  layers.  Farm 
raised,  vigorous,  handsome. 

Prompt  replies  to  inquiries.    Moderate  prices. 
Catalogue  free.     Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
Mrs.  GEO.  E.  MONROE,  Box  B,  Dryden,  N.  Y. 
Member  Am.  B.  Minorca  Club. 


Wh.  "Wyandotte  cockerels  and  pullets,  Duston  strain. 
Feb.  hatch  and  later,  $2.00  each ;  trio  $5.00.  Choice 
v%orous  stock,    E.  L.  HAYS,  Box  93,  Townville,  Pa. 


People  We  Know. 


Facii  and  News  Gleaned  Especially  for  A  FEW 
HENS  About  People  We  Know. 


F.  O.  Wellcome,  Yarmouth,  Me.,  is  sending 
out  some  attractive  advertising  matter  of  his 
Ideal  trap  nests. 

The  C-u-r-a  Chemical  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio,  will 
send  a  sample  of  their  roup  and  canker  cure  to 
all  who  mention  that  A  Few  Hens  told  them  to 
do  so. 


The  Egg  Subject. 

We  don't  know  when  we  have  seen  more  good 
hard  sense  in  a  pamphlet  than  is  found  in  "The 
Kgg  Subject,"  written  by  H.  B.  Humphrey.  It 
deals  with  egg  production  in  a  practical  manner, 
pointing  out  how  to  get  eggs  when  eggs  are 
bringing  the  highest  prices.  And  its  conclusions 
are  based  on  proven  facts — not  on  idle  theories. 
Mr.  Humphrey  will  send  a  copy  to  any  of  our 
readers  who  ask  for  it.  Address  Humphrey  & 
Sons,  Box  23,  Joliet,  Ills. 

The  Tennessee  Farmer  (published  at  Nash- 
ville) reaches  our  desk  very  much  improved  in 
every  respect.  It  has  a  very  attractive  new 
front  page  head,  new  department  heads,  and  is 
better  printed  than  ever,  and  on  better  paper. 
The  departments  cover  the  entire  farm,  in  agri- 
culture, horticulture,  live  stock,  dairy,  apiary, 
and  the  household.  It  has  been  in  existence 
twice  as  long  as  any  other  agricultural  paper 
ever  published  in  the  State.  It  is  now  in  its 
twenty-first  year.  Its  recent  reorganization  has 
materially  benefited  it  in  its  reading  matter.  It 
is  now  full  of  matter  of  interest  to  the  farmers 
of  this  country,  and  being  the  only  agricultural 
paper  in  the  State,  should  be  well  patronized. 
It  is  cheap  enough,  too,  only  $1.00  per  year. 
The  publisher,  Mr.  W.  G.  Sadler,  will  be  glad 
to  seud  you  a  sample  copy  free. 


HANAFORD'S  WacMsett  Strain 
White  Wyandottes 
and  R.  I.  Reds. 

300  Breeding  Cockerels  at  low  prices.  Corres- 
pond with  me  before  purchasing  elsewhere.  Remem- 
ber our  pullets  have  records  of  50  eggs  in  53  con- 
secutive days.   125  eggs  five  winter  months. 

219  £GGS  P£R  YEAR. 

If  you  wish  to  make  money,  can  you  improve  your 
stock  in  any  better  way  than  by  purchasing  one  of  our 
large,  vigorous,  free  range,  farm  grown  cockerels  ? 

FRED.    A.  HANAEORL), 
Alder  Brook  Poultry  Farm,  South  Lancaster,  Mass. 

N.  B.  Two  flue  Buff  Wyandotte  Cockerels  at 
g2.50  and  83.50  each.  Fine  shape,  color  and  under- 
color. Worth  more  money,  but  can't  use  them 
without  inbreeding.   First  money  orders  take  them. 


F.  O.  Groesbeck,  Hartford,  Conn.,  gives  this 
information,  showing  what  line-breeding  from 
earliest  maturing,  fully  developed  pullets,  and 
best  laying  yearling  females  has  done  since 
1892.  The  first  lot  of  pullets  showed  better  than 
others  by  nearly  a  week,  and  from  that  each 
year,  until  they  mature,  on  an  average  of  twenty- 
seven  days  earlier  than  nine  years  ago.  All 
this  was  accomplished  from  patience,  thought 
and  "attention,  and  with  a  flock  of  over  3,000 
breeders  kept  each  season,  and  thousands  of 
young  stock.  It  can  be  easily  seen  that  the 
difference  in  the  average  egg  yield  runs  over  10 
per  cent  ahead,  which  is  an  item  on  any  farm. 
Mr.  Groesbeck  will  be  glad  to  send  his  32-page 
descriptive  catalogue  to  A  Few  Hens  readers. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  advertisement  in  this 
issue  of  the  Bxcelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply 
Co.,  26-28  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City.  This  firm 
is  advertising  the  Banner  Egg  Food  and  Tonic, 
an  article  that  has,,  gained  a  wonderful  trade 
during  the  past  few  years.  We  have  seen  testi- 
monials concerning  its  worth  that  praise  it 
in  the  highest  terms.  It  is  said  to  be  especially 
valuable  in  starting  the  pullets  laying.  In  order 
to  still  further  advertise  the  article,  a  Sixth  An- 
nual Sale  is  announced  for  November,  when 
prices  are  practically  cut  in  half,  and  in  addi- 
tion the  purchaser  can  select  as  a  premium 
either  a  copy  of  Kuhn's  Egg  Record  and  Ac- 
count Book,  or  a  new  book  now  in  press  entitled 
"Little  Chicks."  For  furthe:  particulars  read 
the  advertisement  in  this  issue. 

The  "Successful"  Branching  Out. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  stronge.'-t  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  use  of  the  Incubator,  is  the  immense 
success  and  growth  of  some  of  the  more  success- 
ful firms.  People  would  not  buy  Incubators  as 
they  have  been  buying  them  by  the  thousand, 
if  they  were  not  as  near  perfect  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  them.  One  of  the  firms  who  are  de- 
servingly  getting  a  large  slice  of  this  success  is 
the  Des  Moines  Incubator  with  their  famous 
"Successful"  Incubators  and  Brooders.  This 
business  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  they  have 
found  it  necessary  to  open  a  branch  office  at  loi 
and  105  Erie  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  enable  them 
to  take  care  of  the  large  eastern  business  that 
is  coming  to  them.  Buffalo  is  chosen  because 
of  its  central  location,  facilities  for  shipping, 
and  low  freight  rates,  all  of  which  will  materi- 
ally benefit  purchasers  of  Successful  machines. 
This  office  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  William  C.  Denny, 
who  needs  very  little  introduction  to  most  of  our 
readers.  A  master  mechanic  in  the  hatching 
and  raising  of  poultry,  as  well  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  and  pioneer  organizer  of  the  Buff 
Rock  Club.  He  is  at  the  same  time  a  broad 
"fourteen  carat"  business  man.  "You  eastern 
fellows  will  be  taken  care  of  in  a  way  that  will 
warm  the  cockles  of  your  hearts  when  you  visit 
the  Successful  plant  at  Buffalo,  and  you  are  in- 
vited to  make  this  your  headquarters  when  in 
Buffalo.  If  you  are  not  planning  to  be  in  Buffalo 
in  the  near  future,  write  Mr.  Denny  a  letter. 
He  will  gladly  supply  any  information  you  may 
want  on  the  artificial  hatching  and  raising  of 
poultry.  Finally  let  us  say  that  the  Succe.'-sful 
machines  for  1901-1902,  are  up  to  the  high  stan- 
dards always  set  by  this  house,  and  are  backed 
by  an  unqualified  and  unequivocal  guarantee. 
Write  and  let  them  tell  you  their  story. 


Utility  White  Wyandottes 

COCKERELS  AND  PULLETS. 

-x^x^^^v^  ROBERT  ATKINS,-'^^-^'^^^ 

No.  11  West  22nd  Street,  New  York  City, 
Plant— Esopus-on-Hudsou, 


provide  for  a  lieii  liouse  320  x  64  feet, 
a  brooder  house  110  x  28  feet,  boiler 
and  engine  house,  electric  light  plant 
and  a  mill  to  grind  feed.  There  will 
be  incubators,  each  holding  800  eggs 
at  a  time.  The  outlay  of  the  new  in- 
dustry will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$20,000,  and  the  nianagenieut  will  Ije 
in  charge  of  an  experienced  chicken 
raiser. 

A.  correspondent  in  Live  Stock  Tribune 
says  :  "What  the  fanner  shotild  do  is 
to  aim  to  keep  his  best  individuals. 
In  all  flocks  there  are  one  or  two  good 
hens  that  support  the  others.  The 
fanner  says :  'My  hens  do  not  lay.' 
He  judges  the  flock  by  the  results,  and 
does  not  give  credit  to  any  of  the  indi- 
viduals. He  therefore  condemns  all 
when  he  really  has  as  good  as  can  be 
found.  He  should  sell  only  those 
that  are  unprofitable  and  retain  the 
best.  In  this  manner  he  can  gradu- 
ally increase  the  egg  average.  As  it 
is,  he  is  ever  inquiring  for  the  'best 
breed,'  which  can  never  be  found, 
when  he  should  be  seeking  the  best 
individuals,  which  he  may  even  find 
in  his  own  flock." 


n  iandottLo 

WHITES  AND  SILVERS. 

YOUNG  STOCK  NOW  READY. 

WM.  H.  CHILD,  Box  109,   Hatboro,  Pa. 

CH.  REEVE,  187  Washington  St.,  New  York. 
•  Grass  seed,  Poultry  and  Pigeon  supplies.  Millet, 
Hemp,  Peas,  Beef  Scraps,  Ground  Bone,  Charcoal, 
Grit,  Shells,  Wheat,  Barley,  Round  Corn,  Oil  meal. 
Buckwheat,  Broken  Rice,  Lentils  and  Buckwheat  Feed. 

Clioice  m  CLOfEB 


Winfield  Darling,  South  vSetauket,  L.  I.,  N.  Y., 
24  years  old,  and  single;  seven  years'  experi- 
ence in  the  poultry  business,  would  like  a  posi- 
tion on  a  poultry  farm. 

J.  Mapes,  Spring  Valley,  N.  Y.,  has  invented 
a  scientific  brooder  that  is  guaranteed  to  hold 
an  even  temperature  of  80  degrees  in  hover  when 
outside  air  is  20  degrees  below  zero. 

The  Bennett  &  Millett  Co.,  Gouverneur,  N.  Y., 
are  again  sending  out  circulars  of  their  Pioneer 
Clover  Meal.  A  sample  and  full  information 
will  be  sent  free  to  all  who  write  and  mention 
A  Few  Hens. 

Chas.  W.  Lange,  Glen  Union,  Pa.,  28  years  old, 
small  family,  good  habits,  and  with  a  knowledge 
of  artificial  incubation,  would  like  a  place  on  a 
poultry  farm  as  manager,  or  on  shares.  Eight 
years'  experience  with  chickens  and  ducks. 

The  Woods  Egg  Holder  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are 
offering  a  new  package  for  shipping  eggs  for 
hatching.  It  is  known  as  the  "Woods'  Imperial 
Package,"  and  possesses  great  strength,  and  is 
built  on  the  spring-bottom  and  individual-cylin- 
der line.  They  will  send  a  sample  by  express 
prepaid  for  30  cents  in  stamps  or  silver. 

Dr.  C.  Bricault,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  is  one  of 
those  careful  breeders  who  understands  the 
value  of  breeding  hens  for  layers.  His  strain 
of  "Bred-to-lay"  White  Wyandottes  are  bred  for 
eggs  by  an  accurate  system  of  individual 
records,  which  makes  them  valuable  as  breed- 
ers. Those  of  our  readers  who  appreciate 
White  Wyandottes  bred  this  way  will  do  well  to 
write  him  for  prices. 

Chas.  L.  Cushman,  of  Auburn,  Me.,  President 
of  the  Maine  State  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Asso- 
ciation, has  been  testing  trap  nests  with  his 
Light  Brahmas  and  White  Wyandottes  for  a 
long  time,  using  them  in  large  numbers.  He 
regards  the  Ideal  as  the  best,  as  the  following 
letter  will  show  :  "I  have  used  very  many  styles 
of  trap  nests,  but  my  experience  with  the  Ideal 
has  been  especially  satisfactory.  I  regard  it  as 
the  most  compact,  neatest  and  slickest  working 
nest  on  the  market." 

W.  R.  Curtiss  &  Co.,  Rausomville,  N.  Y.,  an- 
nounce that  they  have  a  large  crop  of  clover 
which  they  raised  this  season,  and  it  is  bright 
and  green.  Their  plant  produces  from  five  to 
six  tons  daily,  cuts  eighth-inch  lengths,  sifts 
and  bags  all  by  steam  power.  Niagara  Farm  is 
across  the  road  from  the  freight  station,  and  so 
situated  that  orders  can  be  filled  the  same 
day  as  received.  Curtiss  &  Co.  also  have  1000 
head  of  White  Wyandotte  yearling  hens  and 
cocks,  pullets  and  cockerels,  and  Pekin  ducks, 
which  they  are  selling  at  $1.50  each.  Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed.    Circular  free. 


